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he 30th European Peptide
Symposium (30EPS) was held
under the auspices of the European
Peptide Society (EPS) and the Finnish
Peptide Society (FIPS) at Finlandia Hall,
Helsinki, Finland, on August 31 to
September 5 and preceded by Cell
Penetrating Peptides (CPP) Minisymposium at Biomedicum Helsinki
(30–31 August) arranged under the
auspices of the European CPP
consortium.
Finlandia Hall conference wing offered
for the thousand participant symposium,
a historical venue, as it was the seat of
the Helsinki Peace Talks of 1970´s and
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The Auditorium during the Opening Session

famous in architecture designed by the
world-renowned Finnish architect Alvar
Aalto. As the symbol of 30EPS, Finlandia
Hall also decorated the cover of the 30th
EPS Abstract book (J. Pept. Sci. 2008,
14, Supplement). The reader is referred to
the coming Proceedings book (Peptides
2008) for a deeper analysis of all contributions provided at 30EPS and its CPP
satellite.
The scientifically high esteemed
symposium, provided a stimulating week
of peptide science, covered by 140 oral
presentations in 29 sessions of the main
symposium and its satellite meeting. The
special themes of 30EPS were provided

by ~20 invited speakers and by speakers
selected from submitted abstracts. The
challenge for the attendants was
considerable, if one includes in parallel
the display of 500 scientific posters of
high standards (http://www.30eps.fi/
programme.pdf), and of course the exhibition of 40 leading European, nonEuropean and multinational providers of
instruments, accessories, reagents and
services in peptide synthesis, separation
techniques, analytical peptide chemistry,
custom synthesis, discovery, publishing,
education and promotion of peptide and
protein science and technology.
At the opening ceremony, Antti Vaheri,
Professor (Emeritus) of Virology at the
University of Helsinki, referred to the roots
of synthetic peptide chemistry in Finland,
a parallel in time with the solid phase
peptide synthesis automation era. The
Nobel Prize awarded to Prof. Bruce R.
Merrifield in 1984 was highly appreciated
as was his visit to Helsinki at the award
receiving occasion. The Finnish Peptide
Society was founded at the Department of
Biochemistry, University of Helsinki in
1997 as the peptide division of the
Societas Biochemica Biophysica et
Microbiologica Faennie. Finland joined
EPS in 2002 and as a new member was
offered to arrange 30th EPS (2008). The
European Peptide Society colleagues in
Finland, especially at Helsinki University

and University of Kuopio and Perkin
Elmer Wallac, Turku are acknowledged of
the formative years, Graduate Schools,
mother society and the Haartman
Institute of support.
Certificates were provided at the
opening ceremony for service as Council
members to Inka Liepina, Latvia
(2006–2008) and Chaim Gilon, Israel
(2002–2008). Professor Ferenc Hudecz
received the European Peptide Society
medal as recognition for his long term
services to the Society.
Peptides 2008 Awards were a victory to
the avant-garde of structure-activity
peptide chemistry in transition to modern
age. The prestigious Josef Rudinger
Award was shared between Professor
Horst Kessler (Technical University of
Munich, Germany) and Professor
Manfred Mutter (University of Lausanne,
Switzerland). The highly respected
Leonidas Zervas Award was given to
Professor Anna Maria Papini (University
of Florence, Italy).
The award medals were handed by
Professor Jean Martinez, Chairman of the
European Peptide Society, and President
of the European Peptide Society Executive
Committee (the official award statements
are available from EPS). The Josef
Rudinger award prizes to Professor Horst
Kessler and Professor Manfred Mutter
were handed by Dr. Mikael Verlander (The

PolyPeptide Laboratories). The Leonidas
Zervas pecuniary prize to Professor Anna
Maria Papini, was handed by Dr. Dick
Fritz (Bachem).
Professor Jean Martinez provided for
the Helsinki symposium a Memorial
Session to honour the late Professor
Miklos Bodanszky whose long career in
peptide chemistry and in service of
humanity was in culmination on February
2007 when he passed away at the age of
91. Miklos Bodanszky, a personality of a
high and gentle integrity in ceaseless
assistance of fellow scientists, was
speech honoured both by his students
and his gentlemen colleagues, namely
Professor Sami I Said (Stony Brook,
School of Medicine, New York, U.S.A.),
Dr. Maria Bednarek (Merck Research
Laboratories, U.S.A.), Professor Peter
Schiller (Clinical Research Institute of
Montreal, Canada), Dr. John Tolle´s
(Abbot Laboratories, U.S.A.), Professor
Ferenc Hudecz (Eötvös Loránd University,
Budapest, Hungary).
The traditional two competitions for
young investigators were arranged; The
Young Investigators´ Mini symposium
winners of the 16 speakers (preselected
at the 30th EPS Scientific Committee’s
April meeting in Helsinki) were Carlos
Mas-Moruno (Spain) and Carine Bourget
(Canada). The award, 500 Euro check,
was provided by the ESCOM Foundation.
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In addition Mattan Hurevich (Israel) and
Dieter Verzele (Belgium) got a special
diploma. Over 80 posters entered to the
young investigators poster competitions.
The two winners in poster competition
were Thomas Knappe (Germany) and
Aviad Levin (Israel). The award, 500 Euro
check, was also provided by the ESCOM
foundation. The best poster in chemistry
was done by Taku Yoshiya (Japan) who
obtained
the
Thieme
Chemistry
recognition and a poster prize award of
choice. The diplomas to all recipients
were provided by Prof. David Andreu,
Scientific Officer of EPS. The ESCOM
prices were given by Dr. Elizabeth
Schram, president of ESCOM foundation,
and Dr. Hans Pohlman board member. Dr.
Ale Närvänen, the chairman of young
investigator competitions, stated “Again
the standard of the two competitions was
high, indicating that we can rely on our
next generation of peptide scientists”.
Organizers wish to thank the ESCOM
Foundation and the Thieme Chemistries
and the scientific committee and judges
for providing valuable resources and time
for the competitions.
Football result: The football match
between Europe and the Rest of the
World, was played with full teams which
both scored. The final result was 2-1.
The scientific committee of 30th EPS:
Prof. David Andreu, Prof. Ettore Benedetti,
4

The Leonidas Zervas Awardee Anna Maria Papini between the Josef Rudinger Awardees Manfred Mutter
(left) and Horst Kessler (right)

Some of the participants in Finlandia Hall

Prof. Ferenc Hudecz, Dr. Hilkka Lankinen,
Prof. Jean Martinez, Prof. Morten Meldal,
Dr. Ale Närvänen, Prof. Krzysztof Rolka
and Prof. Per Saris.
The local scientific committee members
at Helsinki University: Prof. Arto Annila,
Dr. Kai Fredrikson and Dr. Ideo Hiwai
(Inst. of Biotechnology, NMR Laboratory),
Prof. Paavo Kinnunen and Dr. Yegor
Domanov (Dept. of Medical chemistry,
Biomedicum Helsinki Biophysics and
Biomembrane group University of
Helsinki),
Prof.
Pirjo
Laakkonen
(Biomedicum Helsinki, University of
Helsinki), Prof. Kalle Saksela (Dept. of
Virology), Prof. Carl G Gahmberg (Dept. of
Biochemistry), Prof. Ulf-Håkan Stenmann
(Dept. of Clinical chemistry), Prof. Pekka
Mäntylä (Dept. of Pharmacology), Prof.
Antti Vaheri (Dept. of Virology) and Dr.
Marc Baumann (Societas Biochemica
Biophysica et Microbiologica Faennie).
The organizers of CPP symposium:

Prof. Pirjo Laakkonen (University of
Helsinki & A.I. Virtanen Institute, Kuopio,
Finland), Prof. Ülo Langel (University of
Stockholm, Sweden) and Prof. Bernard
Lebleu (University of Montpellier, France).
The organizers of 30th EPS: Dr. Hilkka
Lankinen (Founder chairman of FIPS and
Council member of EPS, Haartman
Institute, Dept. of Virology, Peptide and
Protein Laboratory, University of
Helsinki), Dr. Ale Närvänen (Chairman of
FIPS, A.I. Virtanen Institute, University of
Kuopio) and Professor Per Saris (Board
member of FIPS, Dept. of Applied
Chemistry and Microbiology, Division of
Microbiology).
Acknowledgements. Local organizers
wish to acknowledge The Polypeptide
Laboratories
for
the
generous
sponsorship of symposium bags, CEM for
great investments to 30th EPS, Almac
Sciences
U.K.
and
Genzyme
Pharmaceuticals Switzerland for silver

sponsorships, Lonza Switzerland for
bronze sponsorship, Merck Chemicals for
donation, EPS Newsletter, EPS homepage editor, Journal of Peptide Science,
Chemistry Today, Thieme Chemistries,
Bentham Science, Journal of Proteome,
all for Media partnerships, BCN peptides
S.A. for stationaries, Bachem and Senn
Chemicals and for social contribution,
Marc Kava and RSP Amino Acids for
donation to travel grants, and all who by
collaboration or other way have made it
possible. Helsinki City, Staffs of Finlandia
Hal, PWSFolders and Congrex Blue &
White, John Wiley & Sons, the Executive
Committee and the Scientific Committees
of 30th EPS, and last but not least, all
participants and helpers at 30th EPS.
Contributed by
Hilkka Lankinen, Ale Närvänen
and Per Saris
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Peptides at the University of Florence
(Italy)

t is well known within the
International Peptide Community that
Peptide Science in Italy dates from the
early sixties and was localized both in the
north and in the south of the Italian
Peninsula. In fact, Ernesto Scoffone and
later Raniero Rocchi, Evaristo Peggion,
and Claudio Toniolo in Padua and Carlo
Pedone with Ettore Benedetti in Naples
are indeed the fathers of Italian Peptide
Science. On the shoulders of these
mentors, several others peptide laboratories rose in Italy in the last decades,
among which also the laboratory of
Florence. It was launched in the early
nineties, when Anna Maria Papini, back
from her PhD in Munich with Luis
Moroder, joined Mauro Ginanneschi at
the Department of Organic Chemistry of
the University of Florence and started a
laboratory of peptide synthesis, thanks to
a small grant from a local pharmaceutical
company, Menarini Srl, which was
already active in peptide research. A
manual synthesizer, a primitive HPLC,
and a lot of enthusiasm were the
ingredients of the small group which,
inspired by Federico Arcamone, father of
the anticancer drug doxorubicin and at
that time Research Director of Menarini
Srl, started working on glycopeptide
analogues
of
tachykinin
neurotransmitters.

I
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Recent picture of the Papini group

A second important tutor of the
Florence peptide group was Luigi
Amaducci, a distinguished neurologist,
who pushed his younger fellows, Luca
Massacesi, Francesco Lolli, and Marco
Vergelli, to collaborate with Anna Maria
Papini in the study of the molecular
mechanisms of multiple sclerosis, an
inflammatory disease of the central
nervous system, using a peptide
approach.
Following
Amaducci’s
suggestions, the group obtained a
significant starting grant from the Italian
“Istituto Superiore di Sanità” (National
Health Institute), which brought in 1996
the first semi-automatic continuous-flow
synthesizer in the lab of the group. Since
then, the Florence group has paid special
attention to all the technological aspects
of peptide synthesis, while the study of
the molecular mechanisms of multiple
sclerosis (and of auto-immune diseases in
general) is still the leitmotif of the research
activity.
The experience obtained preparing
glycopeptide analogues of neurotransmitters stimulated the idea to explore
the role of post-translational modifications, such as glycosylation, in autoimmunity using a synthetic approach. In
fact, it was recognized that the search for
protein auto-antigens, as targets of
disease activity in auto-immunity, by
traditional methods based on isolation or

Professor Anna Maria Papini

expression of proteins was unable to take
into account post-translational modifications either lost during purification of
biological samples or not correctly
reproduced by recombinant DNA techniques. In this scenario, only thoroughly
controlled synthetic procedures could
yield efficient tools to identify post-

translationally modified auto-antigens.
Accordingly, Anna Maria Papini devoted
special attention to the development of all
the aspects of synthesis, purification, and
analytical characterization of modified
peptides.
Thus, while on one side the group was
continuing the very fruitful interaction
7
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with clinicians, in a truly translational
research effort, on the other side it was
involved in the development of advanced
chemistries exploring different aspects
such as new coupling reagents (in
collaboration with Zbigniew Kaminsky,
Lodz, Poland), microwave-assisted
synthesis, and click reactions (in collaboration
with
Michael
Chorev,
Cambridge, MA, USA).
Indeed, in order to maintain peptide
synthesis in a central role, it was
necessary to heavily invest in instrumentation; this was made possible by
generous donations of the Florentine main
bank foundation, Fondazione Ente Cassa
di Risparmio di Firenze, which in the last
decade enabled the group to acquire
state-of-the-art instruments for synthesis,
purification and analysis. To manage this
large body of instrumentation and, most
importantly, the current scientific projects,
Anna Maria Papini founded with the
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colleagues Mario Chelli, Francesco Lolli,
Mauro Ginanneschi, and Paolo Rovero the
Interdepartmental Laboratory of Peptide
and Protein Chemistry and Biology of the
University of Florence (PeptLab,
http://www.unifi.it/peptlab), which is
hosting in addition to undergraduate
students PhD students and post-doctoral
fellows. Besides research and high
education, the PeptLab team is also
deeply involved in technology transfer in
order to exploit the business potential of
research projects developed within the lab
and, most importantly, to create job
opportunities for the younger researchers.
Thus, Anna Maria Papini and her
colleagues founded two companies active
in the field of peptide research: in 2003
the EspiKem Srl (http://www.espikem.
com) was started as the first academic
spin-off of the University of Florence. It is
a Contract Research Organization
specialized in the design and synthesis of

peptides of pharmaceutical interests with
particular interests in the production of
peptide antigens; in 2007 the Toscana
Biomarkers Srl (www.toscanabiomarkers.
com) was launched as a research
company based in the bio-incubator of
the Toscana Life Sciences Foundation in
Siena and funded by institutional closedend funds.
Thus, twenty years after the installation
of a manual peptide synthesizer in the
Department of Organic Chemistry of the
University of Florence, a relatively large
group of young people is working in the
field of peptide science in Florence. The
young researchers F. Nuti, E. Peroni, G.
Sabatino, M.C. Alcaro, and I. Paolini
contribute enthusiastically to the scientific
commitment of Anna Maria’s laboratory.

Contributed by Anna Maria Papini

CONFERENCE REPORT

XI Iberian Peptide Meeting
Santiago de Compostela (Spain), 6–7 March 2008

he XI Iberian Peptide Meeting was
held in Santiago de Compostela on
March 6–7th, 2008.This scientific
meeting periodically gathers Spanish and
Portuguese researchers whose work is
focused in the study of peptides. This year
the meeting had an attendance of 120
peptide scientists.
The Iberian Peptide Meeting is
traditionally a meeting particularly appropriate for participation of younger
researchers, many of which give their first
oral communication in these meetings.
Following this aim, we programmed 37
short oral communications (15 min)
covering from synthesis and reactivity to
structure and biomedical applications of
peptides. The scientific program kept the
same format as previous Iberian Peptide
Meetings, with intensive sessions during
morning and afternoon for two days.
In a significant departure from previous
editions of this meeting, we have
organized two keynote lectures by two of
the leaders in the field of chemical biology
and the application of peptides in the
study of biochemical processes: Prof.
Barbara
Imperiali
(Massachusetts
Institute of Technology) and Dr. Herbert
Waldmann (Max Planck Institute for
Molecular Biology, Dortmund). We
believe this has made our meeting

T

Delegates, XI Iberian Peptide Meeting

significantly more interesting and we
hope it can be the first step in the
expansion and increased recognition of
the event.
For the organization we have been
supported by some companies, non-profit
and government institutions, and we are
grateful to all of them. Amongst our most
valuable contributors is the European
Peptide Society.

Contributed by José Luis Mascareñas
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Dutch Peptide Symposium
Eindhoven, 28 March 2008

or the last decade the Dutch Peptide
Symposium has been an efficient and
highly informative yearly meeting of
Dutch peptide chemists. Its aim is to bring
together scientists from academia and
industry to discuss new developments in the
field of peptide and protein chemistry. In
recent years the scope of the symposium
has broadened from mainly focusing on
peptide synthesis and characterization to
also include applications of peptide chemistry in fields such as proteomics, nanotechnology and drug development. This trend
was also reflected by the fact that this year’s
symposium was organized at a technical
university, the Eindhoven University of
Technology, by the laboratory of Chemical
Biology (Prof. E.W. Meijer and Dr M. Merkx).
In addition to the excellent scientific
program, the Dutch Peptide Symposium also
aims to provide a venue for scientist to learn
about new developments from commercial
suppliers. Presentation boots were set-up
next to the lecture hall and were well
attended during coffee and lunch breaks.
Because of their financial support and the
generous contribution from the European
Peptide Society, the symposium was free of
charge for the participants. A total of 120
people attended the symposium, most of
them from the Netherlands, but we also
welcomed participants from Belgium and
Germany.
Travel distances in the Netherlands are

F
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never far which allows one to organize 1-day
symposium that starts at 10.00 and ends at
17.00. The opening lecture was given by
Prof. Luc Brunsveld (Max Planck Institute of
Molecular Physiology/TU Eindhoven) who
presented work on the development of
chemically synthesized mini-proteins as
modulators of nuclear hormone receptors.
During the day a total of eight 20-minute
lectures were given discussing many aspects
of peptide chemistry and its applications,
ranging from more biological applications
such as cell penetrating peptides, peptidebased kinase inhibitors, to the use of
peptides as spin labels for protein structure
determination, the development of new
biomaterials and nanostructures using peptide and protein chemistry. A contribution
from industry was given by Dr Volker Kruft
(Applied Biosystems), who discussed novel
mass spectrometry tools for the biomarker
discovery and validation.
The key-note lecture was given by Prof Dr.
Oliver Seitz (Humboldt University, Berlin)

and was entitled “Chemical control of
biomolecular interaction modules”. In
addition to discussing a variety of elegant
new synthetic strategies, Prof. Seitz presented many impressive examples of work
from his group aimed at developing new
strategies to control and sense biomolecular
interactions by combining peptide and
nucleic acid chemistry. After this inspiring
lecture, many of the attendants stayed for
drinks.
In conclusion, the 2008 edition successfully continued the tradition of 1-day
symposia organized by the society of Dutch
peptide chemists, further extending its scope
to the more broadly defined area of chemical
biology. I would like to acknowledge Dr. John
Kruijtzer (the 2007 organizer who helped us
getting started), Mrs Joke Rediker (who took
care of the local organization), our sponsors,
and all my lab members who contributed to
the organization during the day. Let the
tradition continue in 2009!
Contributed by Maarten Merkx

Prof. Luc Brunsveld answers a question from the audience after his lecture on mini
proteins as modulators of nuclear hormone receptors

CONFERENCE REPORT

3rd Natural Peptides to Drugs Meeting
Zermatt (Switzerland), 14–17 April 2008

he Natural Peptides to Drugs
(“NP2D”) meeting is an international meeting that is held at
Zermatt, Switzerland, near the magnificent Matterhorn mountain in the Alps
(www.np2d.com). This wonderful venue
offers unique lectures and opportunities
to share knowledge between academic
and industrial research leaders as well as
industrial and business decision makers.
The meeting concept came after discussions between academic and industrial specialists waiting for a venue
focusing on peptide-based drugs, where
everyone can experience progresses at
the research, development and marketing
levels. The NP2D aims to highlight novel
peptide R&D strategies covering all
possible fields from the discovery to the
market, including aspects such as drug
design, production, delivery, intellectual
property and regulations. To ensure the
congress world class quality and success,
the meeting has (a) an prominent
scientific steering committee gathering
Prof. Paul Alewood (University of
Queensland, Australia), Prof. Richard
DiMarchi (Indiana State University, USA),
Dr Peter Hoffmann (VP at Genzyme
Phamaceuticals, Cambridge, USA), Dr
John Mayer (Eli Lilly, Indianapolis, USA),
Dr George Miljanich (CEO of Airmid LLC,
Redwood City, USA), Dr Dimitrios
Noukakis (Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale
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A view of the Conference Room during the Meeting

de Lausanne and NP2D organizer,
Switzerland), Prof. Robin Offord (Executive director at Mintaka Medical Research
Foundation, Geneva, Switzerland), Dr
Michael Pennington (President & COO at
Bachem Bioscience Inc, King of Prussia,
USA), Dr Reto Stöcklin (President & CEO
at Atheris Laboratories and NP2D
organizer, Geneva, Switzerland), Dr
Timothy Wells (formerly Senior Executive
VP of Research at Serono, Geneva,
Switzerland) and (b) an advisory board

composed of Dr Daniel Bourgin (Director
of sales and business development at
Lonza AG, Basel, Switzerland) and Prof.
Thomas Ganz (University of California at
Los Angeles, USA).
The two first meetings, held in 2004
and 2006, were warmly welcomed by
about 100 attendees each time. The high
quality of the presentations, the flexible
program schedule aiming to facilitate
networking and discussions, and finally
the natural beauty of the site brought a lot
11
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of enthusiasm. Hence, encouraging
comments, advises and meeting output
opportunities led the organizers Drs Reto
Stöcklin and Dimitrios Noukakis to renew
the experience and organize the third
NP2D edition named “Exploiting
biodiversity for health: antimicrobial
peptides, toxins, hormones and more!”.
The meeting was sponsored by long
standing as well as new partners playing
important roles in the peptide arena,
respectively Lonza, Almac Sciences,
Peptide & Elephants and NeoMPS. The
2008 plateau of lecturers proposed
outstanding and oriented keynotes either
from the academia or industry that
brought considerable value to the received
information and stimulated numerous
exciting debates. The 2008 NP2D
meeting proposed a new program formula
with the so-called “Lift presentations”.
These short presentations gave the
unique chance to companies to present
briefly their activities to the audience. The
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sessions were appreciated and the
organizers are planning to pursue this
experience in the next NP2D editions.
The invited speakers who covered the
Meeting days were: Prof. Dietrich Mebs
(University of Frankfurt, Germany and
Toxinomics
Foundation,
Geneva,
Switzerland), Prof. Manjunatha Kini
(University of Singapore), Dr Michael
Hanley (Amylin Pharmaceuticals’ Chief
Scientific Officer, USA), Prof. Baldomero
Olivera (University of Utah, USA), Dr
Amanda Proudfoot (Merck Serono
Research Center, Switzerland), Dr Jesper
Lau (NovoNordisk A/S, Denmark), Prof.
David Craik (University of Queensland,
Australia), Prof. Kunwar Shailubhai
(Senior VP Research at Callisto
Pharmaceuticals Inc., USA), Prof. Richard
Lewis (Xenome Ltd, Australia), and Dr
Greg Stewart (MedTronic, USA). The last
part of the meeting was projected on
“How to raise funds in peptide R&D”. Dr
Kenneth Sorensen (Array Capital

Management LLC, USA) gave a lecture
and advice on routes to obtain funds and
bring a potential drug to the market.
As the two previous NP2D meetings,
the 2008 edition was a very successful
vintage that was greatly appreciated by
the majority of the participants
(www.np2d.com). Moreover, the unique
location of Zermatt and the possibilities to
have both side activities in the natural
environment and personal meetings,
raised considerable enthusiasm among
the attendees and the sponsors. The
vision of the NP2D meeting certainly
addresses the current needs of
entrepreneurs in both academic and
industrial areas. The organizers are
already very pleased to announce that the
fourth NP2D meeting is programmed at
Zermatt on April 12-15th 2010.

Contributed by Reto Stöcklin
and Dimitrios Noukakis

CONFERENCE REPORT

6th Hellenic Forum on Bioactive
Peptides
Patras (Greece), 18–20 May 2008

he 6th edition of the Hellenic
Forum on Bioactive Peptides was
held again at the Conference and
Cultural Center of the University of Patras,
Greece on May 18–20, 2008 under the
auspices of the European Peptide Society,
the newly founded Hellenic Peptide
Society, the “Leonidas Zervas” Foundation
and the University of Patras. The Meeting
has been organized by the Department of
Pharmacy of the University of Patras and
it was very successful, having an
attendance of 180 scientists from 10
Countries and 40 European Academic
Institutions.
The scientific programme included 24
Invited Lectures, 7 Short Oral Presentations from young Greek scientists and
67 Poster Presentations which covered
the various aspects of peptides as
therapeutics, diagnostics and vaccines.
During the Opening Session and after
the introductory address by the Chairman
of the Organizing Committee Prof. Paul
Cordopatis, the Forum was addressed by
the Chairman of the European Peptide
Society Prof. Jean Martinez and the
Rector of the University of Patras Prof.
Stavros Koubias who also declared the
opening of the Forum works. The main
event of the session was the Ceremony for
the presentation of the 1st Dimitrios
Theodoropoulos
Memorial
Lecture
Award, introduced and established by the

T

Left to right: Luis Moroder, Jean Martinez, Anna Maria Papini, Raniero Rocchi, Zetta Theodoropoulos,
Stavros Koumbias (Rector of the University of Patras) and Paul Cordopatis

Organizing Committee of the 6th HFBP
and the Hellenic Peptide Society, the
realization of which became possible
through the financial assistance of the
Polychroniades family, Zetta and Antonis
and in recognition of Dimitrios Theodoropoulos life’s work. The late Professor
Theodoropoulos has greatly contributed to
the advance of the peptide chemistry in
Greece and at the same time being one of
the first Professors of the University of
Patras had dedicated all his efforts to the
development and expansion of this
establishment to its present status.
The nominations and the voting

procedure for the 1st Dimitrios Theodoropoulos Memorial Lecture Award were
carried through the National Representatives of EPS. Both final candidates had
received equal votes and as a result the
award was presented to Prof. Anna Maria
Papini (Florence) and Prof. Luis Moroder
(Munich). The former Chairman of the
EPS and a close friend of D. Theodoropoulos, Prof. Raniero Rocchi (Padova)
presented the work of both awardees. The
Opening Session was concluded with the
lectures of Prof. Papini, concerning the
use of modified peptides in the diagnosis
of Multiple Sclerosis and of Prof. Moroder,
13
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Participants of the Forum in the Conference Center of the University of Patras

depicting the importance of disulfide
knots for Collagen Models.
The invited speakers who covered the
next two days were: Prof. F. Albericio
(Barcelona), Prof. D. Andreu (Barcelona),
Prof. E. Benedetti (Napoli), Prof. R.
Boelens (Utrecht), Dr. V. Dive (Saclay),
Prof. A. Eberle (Basel), Dr. I. Georgousi
(Athens), Prof. S. Hamodrakas (Athens),
Dr. J-F. Hernandez (Montpellier), Prof. G.
Kokotos (Athens), Dr. K. Kosmatopoulos
(Evry), Prof. N. Lambrou (Athens), Dr.
Th. Maina (Athens), Prof. J. Martinez
(Montpellier), Prof. T. Mavromoustakos
(Athens), Dr. N. Oikonomakos (Athens),
Prof. T. Pajpanova (Sofia), Dr. K. Poulas
14

(Patras), Prof. N. Rahman (Turku), Prof. A.
Tsarbopoulos (Patras), Prof. Ch. Tsatsanis
(Herakleion) and Dr. K. Uray (Budapest).
Six younger Greek researchers had the
opportunity to present their work during
the short lectures session and of course
the high standard set by the 67 posters,
greatly contributed to the Forum’s
organization; a part of these poster
contributions selected by the Scientific
Committee will be included in the
Proceedings volume in addition to the
Lectures’ and Short Lectures’ sections.
The official languages were both Greek
and English with a full cross translation
service. The topics covered by the

speakers were, among others, the synthesis of potentially therapeutic peptides,
phosphinic peptides as metalloproteases
inhibitors, developments in neoglycopeptides and glycogen phosphorylase,
expression and characterization of the
acetylcholine receptor polypeptides,
chimeric peptides of opioid receptors,
cryptic peptides for tumor immunotherapy, radiolabelled peptides in tumor
imaging and therapy, etc.
The Forum was rounded off with the
Banquet given at the “Rio Beach Hotel”,
though the surprisingly rainy Greek
weather forbade the swimming-pool
events and party, that was transferred
indoors. Before dinner the delegates had
the opportunity to attend a specially
produced performance dedicated to
traditional Greek songs and dances from
various regions, performed by folklore
dancers from the Municipal Cultural
Department of the city of Patras. The
dinner that followed, gave way to a really
nice-time late event, with live Greek and
World music and of course dancing from
almost all the attendants.
The 7th Hellenic Forum on Bioactive
Peptides will be organized in Patras on
May 14–16, 2010.

Contributed by Paul Cordopatis
and George Pairas

CONFERENCE REPORT

11th Naples Workshop on Bioactive
Peptides
Naples, 24–27 May 2008

he eleventh edition of the Naples
Workshops on Bioactive Peptides
was held in Napoli, Italy at the
Centro Congressi d’Ateneo of the
University of Napoli “Federico II” on May
24–27, 2008. The meeting has had an
extraordinary attendance of 197 peptide
scientists coming from 21 different
Countries from all over the world. The
meeting has been organized by the
Dipartimento delle Scienze Biologiche
and the Centro Interuniversitario di
Ricerca sui Peptidi Bioattivi (CIRPEB) of
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the University of Napoli “Federico II”, by
the Second University of Napoli, by the
Istituto di Biostrutture e Bioimmagini of
the C.N.R. of Italy, by the Centro
Regionale di Competenza in “Diagnostica
e Farmaceutica Molecolari”. The Workshop was held under the auspices of the
European Peptide Society and the
Regione Campania Assessorato all’Università ed alla Ricerca Scientifica.
The theme of the Workshop for this
edition has been “New frontiers in the
search of bioactive molecules: from pep-

The Chairman with some of the participants to the “Murray Goodman’s Young Investigator Session” (from
left to right) Isabel D. Alves, Jennifer Lecaillon (winner of the price), Marco A. Domingues, Lieselot
Vercruysse, Irene Coin, David Paramelle, and Marta M.B. Ribeiro

tides to drugs”. The scientific programme
of lectures and poster presentations amply
covered the topic of the workshop. The
Workshop opened on Saturday afternoon
with a very rich session dedicated to the
“Murray Goodman Young Investigator’s
Session”, in which eleven short lectures
were presented by young scientists
competing for a price represented by a
copy of the Houben Weyl workbench
edition E22 of “Synthesis of Peptides and
Peptidomimetics”, sponsored by G.
Thieme Verlag. This competition was
judged by an international jury, which in
a very close contest finally assigned the
prize to Dr. Jennifer Lecallion of the
Universitè de Montpellier I & II, France,
who presented a lecture on “Application of
O-acyl isopeptide method to the synthesis
of cyclic peptides”. The session was an
important stage for the eleven very
talented young scientists, being appreciated very much by the audience for the
content of the lectures and the way they
were presented.
A total of 19 Invited Lectures and 11
Short Oral Presentations were given in the
remaining two-days of the workshop.
Furthermore a rather substantial number
of Poster Presentations (91) were also
enriching the programme, covering many
different aspects of the workshop topic.
The invited lectures on Sunday sessions
were given by Michael Groll (LMU,
15
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Munchen, Germany), Ada Yonath
(Weizman Institute of Science, Rehovoth,
Israel), Miguel A. Castanho (University of
Lisbon, Portugal), Wibke E. Diederich
(Phillips University of Marburg, Germany), Hugo L. Monaco (Università di
Verona, Italy), Zoya Ignatova (University
of Potsdam, Germany), Chiara Zurzolo
(Institut Pasteur, Paris, France), Paulina
Juszczyk (University of Gdansk, Poland).
The invited lectures for this day were
completed by Robert Brasseur (Centre de
Biophysique Moleculaire Numerique,
Gembloux, Belgium), and by David
Andreu (University Pompeu Fabra,
Barcelona, Spain).
The invited lectures of the third day
were given by Horst Kessler (Lehrstuhl II
TU-Munchen, Germany), Joel Schneider
(University of Delaware, Newark, USA),
Dale Mierke (Dartmouth College,
Hanover, USA), Jean-Alain Fehrentz
(Université de Montpellier II, France),
Ernest Giralt (University of Barcelona,
Spain), Pavel K. Mykhailiuk (Karlsruhe
Institute of Technology, Germany), Yuji
Kobayashi (Osaka University, Japan),
Georg C. Terstappen (Siena Biotech,
Siena, Italy), and Alexandra Misicka
(University of Warsaw, Poland). Most of
the lectures described novel approaches
to the discovery, the design or the
synthesis of peptide analogues or peptidebased molecules for their application as
16

drugs, well describing the frontiers in the
search of bioactive molecules useful as
pharmaceuticals or diagnostics.
Eleven Short Oral Presentations
completed the programme of Oral
Presentations of the Workshop. These
were given by Oliver Zerbe (University of
Zurich, Switzerland), Mark Wheatley
(University of Birmingham, UK), Werner
Stuber (immatics GmbH, Tubingen,
Germany), Marco Crisma (I.C.B.-C.N.R.,
Padova, Italy), James G. Omichinski
(Universitè de Montrèal, Canada), Luisa
Bracci (Università di Siena, Italy), Hans
Bruckner (University of Giessen,
Germany), Henning D. Mootz (Technical

University Dortmund, Germany), Luca D.
D’Andrea (I.B.B.-C.N.R., Napoli, Italy),
Inta Liepina (Latvian Institute of Organic
Synthesis, Riga, Latvia) and Athanassios
Stavrakoudis (University of Ioannina,
Greece).
In the Poster Sessions a total of 91
presentations were discussed: the
posters, covering the various aspects of
peptides as therapeutics, diagnostics and
vaccines, once again well described the
topic of the Workshop.
The scientific content of the Invited
Lectures, Short Oral and Poster Presentations certainly gave in short a rough
idea of the state of the art in several

The “Help Team” of PhD students at the registration desk of the Workshop: (from left to right)
Mariarosaria, Lucia, Mariangela, Maria, Biancamaria, and Donatella

specific aspects of the topic of the
Workshop; the investigations presented
were indeed representative examples of
emerging subjects, which highlighted the
field of continuously increasing biologically important and “man-made” peptide
systems. One common feature, which
ideally connected the different subjects
covered, was the “molecular approach”
used by the various authors in tackling
the problem of understanding the
structure-activity relationships of bioactive
peptide.
The Meeting proved to be once again a
highly successful forum for the exchange
of ideas on hot subjects and trends in
peptide chemistry and an important and
decisive stimulus for future work in the
area.
In spite of the unusual warm weather
for Napoli in late Spring, participants,
beside science, had the occasion of
enjoying the city with its museums,
monuments and natural beauty, and the
social occasions offered by the Organizing
Committee.

Contributed by Ettore Benedetti
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CONFERENCE REPORT

5th Bulgarian Peptide Symposium
Bachinovo, 28–30 May 2008

he Bulgarian Peptide Society, under
the auspices of the European
Peptide Society, organized the 5th
Bulgarian Peptide Symposium that took
place in Rila mountain resort Bachinovo,
May 28–30, 2008.
The aim of the symposium was to bring
together peptide researchers and
scientists early in their careers and to give
them a common forum to present and
discuss their work. A total 70 participants
registered from different Bulgarian Universities, laboratories, organizations and
hospitals.
Attendees included Prof. Jean Martinez,
Prof. Ettore Benedetti, Prof. Anna-Maria
Papini, Prof. Beatriu Escuder, Prof.
Rudolph Willem, Dr. Tzvetana Lazarova
and young foreign participants.
The financial support from the
European Peptide Society, MakMetal,
Aquachim, University of Chemical
Technology and Metallurgy, SofiaMed,
and South-West University of Blagoevgrad
allowed us to invite several distinguished
scientists and to enable the participation
of more than 15 young scientists and
students.
During the three days, a total of 15
lectures and 38 posters were presented.
Two memorial lectures in tribute to Prof.
D. Sc. Dimiter Petkov, outlining his life
and scientific achievements, were presented. The national representatives of
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Participants in Rila mountain resort, Bachinovo

the Bulgarian Peptide Society in the
European Peptide Council, Prof. D. Sc.
Lyubomir Vezenkov, and Assoc. Prof. Dr.
Tamara Pajpanova, officially opened the
symposium on Wednesday afternoon. The
welcoming speech was given by Prof.
Jean Martinez and Prof. Ettore Benedetti.
The lectures were given by J. Martinez,
E. Benedetti, A. Papini, L. Vezenkov, B.
Escuder, B. Tchorbanov, Tz. Lazarova, D.
Danalev, S. Vezenkov, D. Tzekova, Van
Lokeren (Ph.D. student), Camelia Mihai,
O. Apostolov, and B. Benkova (Ph.D.
student).
The scientific program also included a
poster session and awards were given to
the best three scientific works presented
by young scientists.

The lectures and posters covered topics
such as structure-activity studies on
bioactive peptides, modified amino acids,
structural and conformational analysis of
peptides, isolation and biological activity
of natural peptides, kinetic investigation
and theoretical studies on peptide
mimetics, proteomic and neuropeptides
investigations.

Contributed by Lyubomir Vezenkov and
Tamara Pajpanova
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Society News

Council Meeting

●

Helsinki University Museum, 2 September 2008
●

●

The present number of EPS members is 1291 including 82
temporary members. The update of the membership list has
not been completed. The members of the Council
representing National groups were asked to finish the update
including email addresses by April 30, 2009. It was
suggested by Prof. Benedetti that the database of registered
participants of the EPS-30 should be used for the update
procedure. This database will be sent to the Secretary and
the Secretary will provide two lists to the National
representatives: one is from the EPS database and another
one from the EPS-30 database. Based on these the National
representatives will make the update concerning the existing
members and will invite all those colleagues who registered
to the EPS-30, but not members of the Society.
The Treasurer reported that a final copy had been signed by
the Chairman and Treasurer and was the same as the copies
circulated to all Council Members. During the discussion it
was accepted that no interest is paid in Italy, but the cost of
audit is much less than in the UK. Discussion was also
initiated on the introduction of the membership fee. It was
agreed that members of the Council should express their
views in relation to the membership fee and also on the
service to be provided to the members as compensation for
paying the fee. Proposals should be sent by the end of this
year to the secretary of the EPS. The Council noted that
sponsorship after decline now it is stabilised. But still its
level is not satisfactory. Council Members were urged to do
anything they can to help with stimulating sponsorship. The
Council accepted the “Income/Expenditure Account for the
year 2008”.

The Scientific Affairs Officer reported that the Scientific SubCommittee had been instrumental in providing nominations
for the Rudinger and Zervas Awards, supervision of EPS
poster competition, ESCOM Awards for EPS Young
Investigator MiniSymposium and assessments had been
made of a number of applications to the Small Meetings
Fund. The following meetings were supported in
2007/2008:
– 2nd Workshop on Biophysics on Bioactive Peptides,
Portugal, April 2007
– 3rd Dutch Peptide Symposium, April 2007
– 15ème Réunion Peptides et Protéines, France, May 2007
– 19th Polish Peptide Symposium, September 2007
– 11th Iberian Peptide Symposium, Spain, March 2008
– 4th Dutch Peptide Day, March 2008
– 6th Hellenic Forum on Bioactive Peptides, May 2008
– 11th Naples Workshop on Bioactive Peptides, May 2008
– 5th Bulgarian Peptide Meeting, May 2008

●

Concerning the Journal of Peptide Science, Prof. Moroder
reported that the number of submissions is increasing. New
plans were also formulated. These include the insertion of a
section dedicated to “protocols” in peptide science and also
to invite review articles more than before. Considering the
impact factor, there is a target to achieve IF 2.5 as soon as
possible. During the discussion it was proposed that the
number of dedicated or special issues should be also
increased.

●

The Council accepted the report submitted in writing by the
Editor of the Newsletter. The Editor would welcome more
information about activities from Council Members in the
form of news items or conference reports.
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●

Concerning future EPS Symposia, Prof. Thomas HoegJensen reported that the Programme Committee of EPS-31
(Denmark, 2010) was formed, the first announcement was
produced and circulated and accommodation was booked
for the meeting. The members of the Council acknowledged
with thanks the progress of the organisation and offered its
assistance. After discussion it was decided by the Council
that the EPS-32 will be held in Greece under the
responsibility of Prof. Paul Cordopatis. The Secretary will
send the agreement between the Society and organisers of
the Symposium to the Greek representative, Prof. Paul
Cordopatis for signature. The representative of Bulgaria,
Prof. Vezenkov, indicated his willingness to organise the
EPS-33. Also offers were made by Germany and Ireland.
Discussion needs to be initiated by the Executive Committee
to revise guidelines on the selection procedure. Decision on
the venue of EPS-33 will be made in Copenhagen.

●

The Treasurer and the Secretary reported on the difficulties
related to the EPS website at www.pepsoc.com. The Council
agreed to continue consultation with the representative of
Wiley to solve the website fee, the service and the “EPS
webmaster” related difficulties. The Council accepted the
report of the EPS webmaster.

●
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The Secretary reported that the extended term of office
ended for Prof. D. Tourwe (Belgium), and also the term of
two years for Prof. I. Liepina (Latvia) as National
representatives and the two terms of office for Prof. F.
Hudecz as Secretary were finished. The Chairman expressed
his appreciation for the service. The Secretary indicated that
the election of new National representatives was mainly
successful. Now the Council has Representatives from
Belgium (Dr. Djouhar Rekai), Latvia (Prof. P. Romanovskis)
and from Russia (Prof.Vadim Ivanov) by election. However,
no nomination was received from Belarus. With the strong
support of the Executive Committee, Prof. J. Martinez asked
the co-option of Prof. Paul Cordopatis, as new member of

The EPS Council Meeting (Helsinki University Museum Arppeanum)

the Executive Committee and nominated Prof. Alex Eberle,
as new Secretary of the Society. The Council unanimously
accepted these proposals.
The venue of the Council Meeting of EPS was the Helsinki
University Museum Arppeanum (former auditorium of the
Chemistry Department). Council dinner was served at the
former Deparment of Geology premises in the Emperor’s
room, surrounded by portraits of the first chancellors of
Helsinki University. The meeting and the dinner were
perfectly organised by H. Lankinen. Sincere thanks go to her
for the warm hospitality.

Condensed by the Editor from the Minutes of the Meeting
provided by the EPS Secretary

30th EPS Travel grants

New Scientific Affairs Sub-Committee

The EPS has financially supported 20 young
researchers by providing travel grants to
attend the 30EPS.

The new composition of the Scientific Affairs
Sub-Committee is:

Researchers who have received grants are as follows:

Dirk Tourwé (until 2010)

1. Emilia Antolikova, Czech Republic

Jirina Slaninova (until 2010)

2. Karin Berliner, Israel

Wim Schaaper (until 2012)

3. Stijn Claerhout, Belgium

Solange Lavielle (until 2012)

4. Paul Claudon, France

David Andreu (until 2010), chair

5. Edson Cruska, Brazil
6. Tiny Deschrijver, Belgium
7. Noam Freeman, Israel
8. Sunithi Gunasekera, Australia
9. Sonia Henrigues, Portugal
10. Mattan Hurevich, Israel
11. Carmen Jimenez-Castells, Spain
12. Patrycja Kleczkowska, Poland
13. Daniel Knappe, Germany
14. Anna Kwiatkowska, Poland
15. Carlos Mas Moruno, Spain
16. Tania Meijneke, The Netherlands
17. Silvia Pujals, Spain
18. Luisa Ronga, Italy
19. Eduard Sabidó Aguadé, Spain
20. Ibai Valverde, France
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CALENDAR of

Forthcoming Events
20th POLISH PEPTIDE SYMPOSIUM
Puck, Poland
6–10 September, 2009
Website: www.20pps.univ.gda.pl

8th AUSTRALIAN PEPTIDE
CONFERENCE
Couran Cove, South Stradbroke Island,
Queensland, Australia
11–16 October 2009
Website: www.peptideoz.org

5th INTERNATIONAL PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM in conjunction with
47th JAPANESE PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM
Kyoto, Japan
4–9 December, 2010
Website: www.5ips.jp

31st EUROPEAN PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM
Copenhagen, Denmark
5–9 September, 2010
Website: www.31eps.dk

46th JAPANESE PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM
Kitakyushu, Japan
4–6 November, 2009
Website: www.peptide-soc.jp

32nd EUROPEAN PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM
Athens, Greece, 2012

3rd ASIA-PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL
PEPTIDE SYMPOSIUM
Jeju Island, Republic of Korea
8–11 November, 2009
For more information, contact
srpaik@snu.ac.kr
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