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uring the 2008 (fall)-2009
(winter) period, the EPS Scientific
Affairs Subcommittee (Drs.
Lavielle, Schaaper, Slaninová, Tourwé,
Andreu) has reviewed and evaluated
several requests for sponsoring of small
meetings. In accordance with the guidelines adopted by the EPS council, as well
as in view of the financial situation of the
society, the committee has felt bound to
apply fairly strict criteria for eligibility.
Thus, a few applications were turned
down because it was felt that the
requested support was not for stand-alone
meetings but for peptide-focused sessions
or mini-symposiums within the context of
larger scientific events. Meetings for
which a decision in favor of EPS support
was taken are the XI Czech-Slovak
National Conference on Biologically
Active Peptides (Prague, April 2009); the
16th Congress of the French Peptide and
Protein Group (Albéville, May 2009), a
Conference on Antimicrobial Peptides
(Saint Malo, June 2009), the XX Polish
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Peptide Symposium (Wladyslawowo,
September 2009), the XII Iberian Peptide
Meeting (to be held in Lisbon, February
2010), and the Joint Australia-Croatia
Workshop on Antimicrobial Peptides (to
be held in Split, August 2010).
Upcoming activities of the subcommittee will also include searching for
potential candidates, reviewing and preparing proposals for the Zervas and
Rudinger Awards, which will be decided
by a vote of the EPS council in the spring
of 2010 for the 32 EPS in Copenhagen.
David Andreu
Scientific Affairs Officer
European Peptide Society

French Peptides and Proteins Group

he French Peptides Group (GFP:
Groupe Français des Peptides) was
created in the middle of the
seventies at the initiative of Pr. Bertrand
Castro (University of Nancy) and Dr.
Pierre Rivaille (CNRS-CHU St-Antoine,
Paris). In 1978, the first meeting held
under the auspice of the GFP was
organized at Pont-à-Mousson with the
aim of gathering French researchers from
all disciplines connected to peptides. The
success of this event led the GFP
committee to prolong this experience and
since then a biennial congress has been
organized (14 meetings, four of them
were Forums with an international
audience).
In 1992 the GFP became GFPP
(Peptides and Proteins), and this “Group”
has been structured into an association
(according to the French law) with a
scientific board of 12 members and a
treasurer (A. Colau), the French representative to the EPS Council being a member,
(http://gfpp.free.fr/presentation.htm). The
twelve members represent the pluridisciplinarity of researches, which are
generally found in the peptide field and all
the regions in France should be represented. The GFPP committee is responsible for organizing: a) a 4–5 days
congress every two years, b) scientific
workshops on specific topics. The board
must also: i) promote exchange
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fellowship for short stays of its members
in other French or foreign laboratories or
for attending international meetings and
ii) choose from participants of these
biennial meetings the 25–35 young
students whose registration and accommodation costs will be supported by the
GFPP. Four members of the GFPP
committee are renewed by election at
each biennial meeting. For the past 10
years about 170–200 people were
attending these French meetings, which
are held in different parts of France, with
the condition that the scientific presentations and accommodation must be in
one place in order to facilitate/promote

exchanges between all seniors and
juniors participants.
Over the past decade several laboratories
have been dismantled or have reoriented
their researches often because of the
French system of research. The retirement
of a director often leads to the departure of
some members to other labs or research
fields. In parallel, new teams attending the
GFPP meeting have developed researches
in peptide chemistry or materials, either
taking into account the properties of amino
acids and peptides or peptide being used to
functionalize nanomaterials. Thus, we can
write that the enthusiasm for imaginative
and powerful researches with peptides has
3

French Peptides and Proteins Group

never declined in France despite the worst
assertion on these biomolecules, i.e. “a
peptide will never be a drugable molecule”.
The researches going on in the French
laboratories working on/with peptides are
numerous and doing an overview will be
a challenge. This letter will just give a
flavour of the different structures and
fields representative of works going on
and will have a clockwise presentation
regarding France from north to east,
south, west and Paris and the centre of
France. It is also impossible to quote the
names of all the actors; we therefore
apologize for all the omissions. This presentation aimed to show that our community is active and prolific in the world
of peptides.

North of France:
L i l l e , V i l l e n e u v e d ’ A s c q : A. Tartar
and H. Gras-Masse have initiated fruitful
researches on peptides at the Pasteur
Institute of Lille, which are now
developed by former members of this
laboratory, such as Oleg Melnyk IBL
(Institute of biology of Lille): amino acid
chemistry, chemical ligation, surface
chemistry and microarrays and Guy
Lippens UMR 8576: structural biology,
solid-state NMR.
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East of France:
N a n c y : During the last decades, within
the LCPM (Laboratoire de Chimie
Physique Macromoléculaire) Michel
Marraud, in collaboration with André
Aubry, got a well-known expertise in the
conformational analyses of peptides and
pseudopeptides by IR, NMR, X-Ray and
molecular modelling. Since 2000, Brigitte
Jamart’s team (in collaboration with the
X-Ray team of Claude Didierjean at the
LCM3B) carried on this research and
extended it to the conformational analysis
of pseudopeptidic oligomers (foldamers).
This team, which has a long-term
tradition of NMR proteins analysis with
the aim of elucidating enzymatic
mechanism, or antigene-antibody interactions, is also developing tools for the
synthesis of original bioactive peptides
and pseudopeptides. More recently, this
group was also interested in the physical
and chemical studies of low molecular
weight pseudopeptides able to form
organogels and aerogels.
I l l k i r c h : The activities of the Yves Mély’s
group at the interface between biophysics,
biology and chemistry are focused on the
investigation of interactions in solution and
on membrane models, using fluorescence
techniques such as Fluorescence Lifetime
Imaging
Microscopy
(FLIM)
and
Fluorescence Correlation Spectroscopy

(FCS), notably on home made fluorescent
probes. Hugues de Rocquigny’s team is
involved in peptide synthesis ranging from
20 to 96 amino acids to develop
fluorescent HTS to identify new molecules.
A more biological aspect lies on fluorescent
imaging to monitor protein-protein
interaction of viral proteins in their cellular
context.
S t r a s b o u r g : Burkhard Bechinger’s
group is studying antimicrobial, transfection and model peptides in membrane
environments by a variety of biophysical
approaches including oriented and MAS
solid-state NMR spectroscopy, multidimensional solution NMR and CD
spectroscopies, as well as DLS or
calorimetric approaches. The goal is to
obtain a better and quantitative understanding of membrane interactions of
peptides, to comprehend the mechanisms
of antimicrobial action and of transfection
and to design better analogues.
Elisabeth Trifilieff’s researches deal with
the immunology and physicochemistry of
proteolipids and the pathologies associated with destructuration of myelin.
The IBMC laboratory has a long-term
history in peptides synthesis and
applications,since the first automatic
multisynthetizer was developed in 1983
by Jean-Paul Briand and Jean Neimark.
Later, they participated to the creation of

NeoSystem (now Polypeptide France,
Strasbourg) by a significant transfer of
technology and know-how in peptide
synthesis and biological applications. At
the IBMC, JP Briand in association with
Gilles Guichard developed the chemistry
of peptides, being also interested in the
chemistry and applications of biomimetic
helices in molecular recognition. More
recently, Alberto Bianco was appointed at
the CNRS, in this group he is responsible
for the chemistry and applications of
carbon nanotubes as delivery devices of
peptides and nucleic acids.

South of France:
L y o n : The Institut Mérieux develops
researches against infectious diseases
and cancers to propose new approaches
in the fields of diagnostics, immunotherapy, food safety and nutrition.
Peptides are tools to reach these different
objectives.
G r e n o b l e : Researches on peptides were
started with the arrival of Pascal Dumy
about 10 years ago after his stay in M.
Mutter’s laboratory. These studies on
peptides as scaffolds or vectors for
therapeutics now represent an important
activity within the Department of
Molecular Chemistry of J. Fourier
University (UMR 5250). The recent
election of Didier Boturyn as one of the

member of the GFPP committee attests to
the quality of this work.
M a r s e i l l e : Researches on the chemistry
and biology of toxins have evolved now to
the development of inhibitors of virus
entrance, immunomodulators and anticancer molecules.
M o n t p e l l i e r : Peptide research is
concentrated and strongly represented in
Montpellier in the «Institut des Biomolécules Max Mousseron» (IBMM,
UMR5247 CNRS-University of Montpellier 1-University of Montpellier 2)
directed by Professor Jean Martinez. It is
an Institute composed of six Departments
comprising twelve teams, devoted to the
synthesis and pharmacological studies of
biomolecules, including peptides and
proteins, nucleosides and oligonucleotides, saccharides, lipids, essential
molecules of life and biopolymers. The
research projects cover a large domain,
from the design and syntheses of
biomolecules, their analyses, to the study
of their pharmacology. All researchers of
the institute dedicated to peptide synthesis and pharmacology areas are
working at the interface of chemistry,
biology and clinics. They study methodologies of peptide synthesis, analysis of
molecular interactions, as well as
pharmacology and molecular modelling of

membrane receptor ligands. The
researches at IBMM find applications in
various fields including medicinal
chemistry, as well as cosmetology,
veterinary industry and agro-chemistry,
with transfers of technology and
valorisation.

West of France:
B o r d e a u x : In the south-west of France,
a number of groups have been recognized
for their contributions to the studies of
peptide conformations (mostly structures
analyzed by X-ray and solid and liquid
state NMR). Nowadays, research in the
peptide field is mainly concentrated at
CBMN (UMR 5248) in Bordeaux, with
still a strong orientation on biophysics.
The groups of Erick Dufourc and Bernard
Desbat at CBMN are leaders in the use of
solid-state NMR and vibrational spectroscopic techniques, respectively to characterize peptide-membrane interactions.
There is also a strong history in the study
of biophysical properties of antimicrobial
peptides. Recent research by the group of
Maria Urdaci at CBMN in the field of
probiotics led to the discovery of new
lantibiotics. The move of G. Guichard
from IBMC (Strasbourg) to CBMN in
2009 will reinforce the expertise in the
field of peptidomimetic and foldamer
chemistry and may be lead to interesting
local synergies.
5
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The west part of France has been
involved more recently in peptides
research, compared to other regions of
France. First starting at Rennes now
different teams develop researches on
peptides with different objectives, which
will be listed.
R e n n e s : At the ICMV (UMR 6226)
researches are at the interface of the
chemistry of aminoacids, pseudopeptides
and glycopeptides for therapeutic applications and their use for the design and the
functionnalization of nanoparticles, and
the largest group is Michèle BaudyFloch’s team with her colleagues.
Within the UMR 6061, researches are
focussed on the post-traductional regulation modulating proteine kinases
activities involved in the cell cycle
progession and on the search of proteinprotein interaction inhibitors.
Peptides are also used for studying
protein/protein interaction in the laboratory U620. Lipids/proteins interactions
are analyzed by RMN in order to
characterize the interactions between
membrane proteins with surrounding
lipids in the UMR 6026.
Franck Artzner at the GMCM (UMR
6626) is involved in the supramolecular
assemblies of peptides.
Vannes:
6

Researches

for

antiviral

peptides isolated from marine organisms
and peptides involved in host defense (EA
3884).
Q u i m p e r , B r e s t : Researches are
devoted to the analysis/characterization of
microorganisms biodiversity for a valorisation of the microflore, EA 3882.
R o u e n : The European Institute for
Peptide Research established in 1994
(Director Hubert Vaudry), promotes transdisciplinary projects on peptides and
proteins with prognostic and/or therapeutic value and establishes a continuum
from basic research to clinical applications on peptides. The Institute has
developed an important array of corefacilities including the Regional Research
Platform for Cellular Imaging of HauteNormandie, (PRIMACEN, Ludovic Galas,
Jérôme Leprince), which is the only one
French imaging platform with a European
label, the proteomics platform (Thierry
Jouenne, Philippe Chan) and six corefacilities.

Paris, Orléans
In Paris area, the renowned Pr. Bernard
Roques’s laboratory has been dismantled
after his retirement about 8 years ago. B.
Roques and Pr. Marie-Claude FournieZaluski still developed a powerful

research on enzyme inhibitors in
Pharmaleads a company they created,
while most of their colleagues moved
either in other laboratories or in the
industry (let quotes H. de Rocquigny now
in Strasbourg and Fabrice Cornille in
Flamma sas).
The peptide group initiated by Solange
Lavielle and Gérard Chassaing (UMR
7203) is still active in the development of
constrained amino acids, structural
studies, cell penetrating peptides, with
photochemistry and biochemical studies,
and more recently biophysics of lipidspeptides interactions.
Pierre Nicolas’s team (ER3-UPMC) has
now concentrated its efforts on the
structural analysis and functional repertoire of peptides from amphibian skin and
the analysis of their biological target to
establish their mechanisms of action.
At the CRB3, (Centre de Recherche
Biomédicale Bichat-Beaujon), Marc
Laburthe and colleagues have been
developing for many years strategies
including photolabelling techniques to
study peptides binding sites topography in
G-protein coupled receptors.
At the CEA in Saclay although there is
still an activity initiated by André Menez
on the use of toxins, his successors have
orientated their researches on the design
of metalloproteases inhibitors and the
development of microarrays.

Numerous other groups in laboratories
in Paris and Paris suburbs are working on
amino acids and peptides, which have
not been listed in this summary, their
researches range from chemistry to
biology including also structural studies.
In Orléans at CBM after the retirement
of André Brack, well-known in the exobiology field, a small group around Agnés
Delmas and Vincent Aucagne develops
strategies for the synthesis of glycopeptides and synthetic proteins by
chemical ligation for diverse applications
such as in vaccinology. In Céline Landon’s
NMR group researches are devoted in 3D
structures of new antimicrobial peptides
from insects or birds for structure-function
relationships.

This article is a collaborative work
proposed on the behalf of the GFPP
Committee.
Actual Committee: Mohamed Amiche
(Paris), Brigitte Jamart (Nancy), Agnés
Delmas (Orléans), Didier Boturyn
(Grenoble), Florine Cavelier (Montpellier),
Gilles Guichard (Bordeaux), Hugues de
Rocquigny (Strasbourg), Jean-Jacques
Lacapère (Paris), Jérôme Leprince
(Rouen), Solange Lavielle (Paris), Nicolas
Floquet (Montpellier), Olivier Lequin
(Paris), Yannick Arlot (Rennes).
Contributed by Solange Lavielle

List of the different GFP and GFPP
meetings: 1978: Pont à Mousson, 1980:
Toulon/La Bayette, 1982: Orléans, 1984:
Montpellier: (“First Forum on Peptides”),
1986; Le Touquet, 1988: Nancy
(“Second Forum on Peptides”), 1991:
Aussois, 1993: Biarritz (“Third Forum on
Peptides”), 1995: Aussois, 1997:
Montpellier
(“Fourth
Forum
on
Peptides”), 1999: Aussois, 2001:
Aussois, 2003: Anglet, 2005: Aussois,
2007: Dinard, 2009: Albé, (scheduled in
2011: Aussois).
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CONFERENCE REPORT

1st International Microwave-Assisted Organic
and Peptide Chemistry (MAOPS) Symposium
La Grande-Motte, 4–5 June, 2009

une 4 and 5 2009, 120 chemists
from Austria, Belgium, Canada,
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy,
Romania, Russia, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, the UK, the USA…
have gathered in La Grande-Motte,
France, for 2 days of conference on microwave-assisted chemistry. The Institute of
Biomolecules Max Mousseron (IBMM) of
Montpellier had organized in this Mediterranean Sea resort the 1st International
Microwave-Assisted Organic and Peptide
Synthesis (MAOPS) Symposium. Five
plenary lectures, held by specialists in the
field (Dr Dallinger from Austria, Dr Organ
from Canada, Dr Varma from the USA, Dr
Papini from Italy and Dr Larhed from
Sweden), 22 oral communications have
presented different aspects of microwaveactivated chemistry, from organic to
peptides, including catalysis, oligonucleotides, heterocyclic chemistry … Thursday
evening was dedicated to an evening of
Wine, Cheese and Chocolate tasting,
including the now famous MAOPS logo
made of chocolate, by chocolate-maker
Théobroma of Montpellier. Because of the
great satisfaction of the participants for
this symposium, it should be followed by
a second edition which would take place
in Spring 2011 in Florence (Italy).

J

The Chairman of EPS Professor Jean Martinez at the Opening Ceremony

Contributed by Gilles Subra

Symposium session
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20th Polish Peptide Symposium
Wladyslawowo, 7–10 September, 2009

he round anniversary 20th Polish
Peptide Symposium was held in
Wladyslawowo near Gdansk at the
Olympic Training Center CETNIEWO from
Sunday, September 7th to Thursday,
September 10th. A beautiful placed
venue located by the seashore provided
excellent conditions for almost 180
registered participants mainly from
Poland but also from seven other
countries (Canada, Czech Republic,
France, Germany, Hungry, Switzerland,
USA). Almost half of participants were
PhD students. Such high attendance by
young investigators was allowed due to
the financial support organizers received
from European Peptide Society, University
of Gdansk and several other companies
including Bachem, Sigma-Aldrich, Peptide Technologies, Merck, Bruker, Candela
and Shimpol. The official language of the
Symposium was English. The symposium
was co-chaired by Adam Lesner and
Jaroslaw Ruczyński from the University of
Gdansk. However, many other people
forming Organizing Committee were
involved in this process. One has to
mention Anna Lȩgowska and Magdalena
Wysocka (secretary of the Symposium)
along with Adam Sieradzan particularly
influence the conversion the initial chaos
into harmonious whole. The invaluable
advices during the whole process
Symposium organization come from Prof.
Krzysztof Rolka.

T
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Group picture of participants

During the four days, 46 lectures
(within nine scientific sessions) and 111
posters (upon three poster’s sessions)
were presented. On the first session titled
“The perspective of peptide science” Prof.
Jean Martinez, the President of European
Peptide Society gave a lecture titled
Amino acid and derivates as attractive
starting materials for the synthesis of
bioactive molecules. Later on a number of
stimulating and extremely interested
lectures were given to the audience
dealing with all aspects of peptide
chemistry biology and analysis.
There was a poster competition held
under patronage of Rector of University of

Gdansk. All participants presenting their
PhD research work were welcome to take
part into it. The jury consisted of members of Scientific Committee of the
Symposium gave a first prize to Pawel
Pasikowski from Wroclaw University for
poster titled Immunosuppressory activity
of ubiquitin fragments and two equal
second prizes to Marta Orlikowska from
Gdansk University (Point mutation V57N
opens the way to monomeric human
cystatin C) and Agnieszka Glowińska from
Warsaw University (Synthesis of water
soluble platinum peptide complexes).
In addition to scientific program all the
attendees had the opportunity to take part

The opening ceremony. From left Jaroslaw
Ruczyński, Adam Lesner (Co-chairmen of 20
PPS), Maria Mendel (Vice Rector of Gdańsk),
Jean Martinez (Chairman of EPS), Jerzy
Blazejowski (the Head of Supreme Court of
Higher Education), Ryszard Stachurski (the head
of Olympic Training Center CETNIEWO)

in sport competition that includes basketball and volleyball games. Also all participants have free access to the beach and
swimming pool during the whole
symposium. Since the weather was
beautiful also the beach during lunch
time breaks was crowded.
On Tuesday late afternoon there was
the concert of the chamber music by
Baltic Quartet.
On Wednesday evening the grill and
music reunion had place. The party took
place late into the night when peptide
scientists had the opportunity to dance,
sit by the fire and integrate.
By the end of the morning session the

closing ceremony was lunched. This short
event was co-chaired by Jean Martinez,
Krystyna Midura-Nowaczek from Medical
Univeristy of Bialystok and Adam Lesner
and Jaroslaw Ruczyński as organizers.
Prof Martinez briefly recapitulate the
symposium underlining the high scientific
level of all lectures and posters and
thanks the organizing committee for
perfect organization of the event. After
that Dr Lesner in short presentation
thanks the Organizing and Scientific
Committees for hard but successful work
and announced that next 21st Polish
Peptide Symposium will be organized by
Professor Midura group from Medical

University of Bialystok. Next Prof. Midura
in brief speech invited all the participants
to eastern part of Poland into deep forest
area for 21 PPS which will take place in
September 2011.

Contributed by Adam Lesner
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CONFERENCE REPORT

2nd International Symposium on
Antimicrobial Peptides: Food, Veterinary,
Medical and Novel Applications
Saint-Malo, 17–19 June, 2009

s co-chairmen of the Second
International Symposium on Antimicrobial Peptides: Food, Veterinary, Medical and Novel Applications,
held in Saint-Malo (France) from June
17th to 19th 2009, referred as
AMP2009, we like to take this opportunity to thank the European Peptide
Society (EPS) for promoting AMP2009
through free online advertisement and
financial support. AMP09 was organized
by joint Unit of Research (UMR INRA
1014 SECALIM) from National School
Veterinary of Nantes and National
Graduate Institute, ENITIAA-Nantes, in
collaboration with laboratories of French
Agencies for Food Safety located at
Ploufragan (Cotes d’Armor).
AMP2009 permitted to 200 attendees
from 23 countries to interact during three
working days and share their experience
on academic and applied research on
antimicrobial peptides. This was also an
excellent opportunity to young and
emerging scientists to present their
projects through posters or bright presentations and discussions with renowned
scientists. The philosophy of organizers
and co-chairmen consisted to encourage
and renew such contacts between
generations of scientists which activities
are devoted to understanding how such
fascinating and wonderful molecules are
antimicrobial peptides can disrupt

A

12

threaten bacteria and stop their dissemination. The scientific programme was
outstanding and speakers have established an array of fundamental and
applied interests on antimicrobial peptides and open new avenues of
investigation.
The scientific programme was divided
into six sessions disrupted by posters and
coffee breaks. Briefly, we would like to
describe each session. Session I dealt

with food safety issue and the debate was
oriented to the biological means such as
bacteriocins produced by lactic acid
bacteria in order to control food pathogens
and reduce related diseases. Session II
dedicated to PhD students and post-docs
fellows permitted to identify nascent
scientists with talent and high pedagogical skills making us optimistic for the
“future” of antimicrobial peptide science.
Selected young scientists have received

Dr. Djamel DRIDER & Prof. Hervé PREVOST co-chairmen of AMP2009 and editors
of Probiotics and Antimicrobial Proteins

symbolic medals as awards. Session III
focused on alternatives to current antibiotics in order to face the threat ascribed
to development of multi-resistant bacteria
in hospitals and units of care. Screening
and design of novel antimicrobial peptides
as well as identification of their targets
have been subjected to substantial debate
and credits. Session IV addressed the new
technologies and strategies to identify
novel antimicrobial peptides. Session V
highlighted the recent achievements on
mode of action of antimicrobial peptides
including cyclic peptides. Studies pointed
out the importance of NMR spectroscopy
and site directed mutagenesis to
understanding the structure, dynamics,
orientation and oligomeric states of
antimicrobial peptides in a membrane
environment. Finally session VI was a set
of convincing applications of siderophores
microcins against Enterobacteria, antiviral
peptides, perturbation of biofilms or
targeted antimicrobial activities in
reconstituted bacterial communities.
This symposium has certainly been a
full success and the co-chairmen would
like to thank the sponsors from industrial
area (IRIS, Springer), institutions (La
Région Bretagne, La Région des Pays de
la Loire, INRA, ENITIAA and ENVN) for
their financial support, members of the
scientific committee for their “heroic”
work and members of ENITIAA and

Debate during Session III on Clinical Microbiology: threat of multiresistance & clinical considerations.
From left to right: Dr. A. Pini (University of Siena, Italy), M.R. Islam (Kyushu University, Japan), Dr. M.
Goytia (Emory University, USA), J. Verdon (University of Poitiers, France) and S. Sondelgaard
(University of Copenhagen, Denmark)

ENVN, mainly PhD students for their
professional work and strong involvement. As well Mrs. Susan Safren from
Springer (New-York) and Prof. Mike
Chikindas (Rutgers University) acting also
as Editor-in-chief of “Probiotics and
Antimicrobial Proteins” will find in this
space the highest expression of our
gratitude for allowing and handling a
special issue in this new and promising
journal. Finally, the symposium was also
an opportunity to scientists from different
French Institutions like INRA, CNRS,
IFREMER, INSERM and Universities to
launch the French Antimicrobial Peptide
Society (FAMPS) which will reflect

capacities of French teams to set up joint
national or European grants, offer facilities
and training to young scientists and
advertise knowledge on antimicrobial
peptides through publications and
meetings. As for an example, the main
conferences and list of posters of
AMP2009 will be available nearly online
on FAMPS website. In few months, the
co-chairmen will undertake organization
of AMP2012, which is expected to gain
more and more in authority. See you in
AMP 2012.
Contributed by Djamel Drider and
Hervé Prevost
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Peptides versus
Non-Peptides
he peptide field has been under
siege for over two decades by the
illusionary promise of nonpeptides. It is high time for the peptide
community to break this siege by
dispelling; once and for all, the myth that
non-peptides are superior to peptides as
therapeutic agents.
To this end, I and my colleagues have
addressed this issue for the vasopressin/
oxytocin field in a recent review entitled:
“Peptide and non-peptide agonists and
antagonists for the vasopressin and
oxytocin V1a, V1b, V2 and OT receptors:
research tools and potential therapeutic
agents”, Manning M, Stoev S, Chini B,
Durroux T, Mouillac B, Guillon G. Prog.
Brain Res. 2008; 1 7 0:473–512. If this
review cannot be accessed via PubMed,
email me for a pdf (maurice.manning
@utoledo.edu).
The review, the first of its kind, deals
with both peptide and non-peptide
agonists and antagonists of oxytocin and
vasopressin. It was written as an attempt
to set the record straight with regard to the
supposed superiority of non-peptides over
peptides in this field, as both pharmacological research tools and as potential
therapeutic agents.
As this review
reveals, the record of non-peptides in the
oxytocin/vasopressin field is not all it is
cracked-up to be. Of the many nonpeptide vasopressin V1a, V1b, V2 and
V1a/V2 receptor antagonists, the numerous
oxytocin receptor antagonists and the
small number of non-peptide oxytocin
and vasopressin agonists listed in Tables
21-24 in this review, only two have been

T
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approved by the FDA:
Conivaptan
(Vaprisol) a V2/V1a antagonist and
SAMSCA(Tolvaptan) a V2 antagonist.
Conivaptan, must be given i.v. in a
hospital setting (see pages 494–495). It
thus clearly offers no advantage over a
peptide V2/V1a antagonist. Only time will
tell whether the very recently approved
SAMSCA offers any advantages over
Conivaptan. At the Neuropeptide Conference in Chicago, October 14–16,
2009, it was reported that two additional
non-peptides can be added to the list of
failed non-peptides in Tables 21–24. One
is the Sanofi non-peptide vasopressin V1b
antagonist SSR149415, which was
reported to be ineffective in a clinical trial
for depression and the other is the Wyeth
(now Pfizer) non-peptide oxytocin agonist
WAY 267464, which will not be
evaluated in a clinical trial.
To dispel the long-held myth that nonpeptides are superior to peptides as
therapeutic agents, we in the peptide
community need to do two things (1)
carry out an objective assessment of the
record of therapeutic successes in the
clinic for all non-peptides reported to
date. These assessments should be
reported in reviews, such as the review
mentioned here. (2) We need to be
informed and to inform others, especially
members of grant review panels and
study sections, about the remarkable
recent progress in the development of
peptide therapeutics. In this regard, the
Peptide Therapeutics Foundation (PTF)
Website provides a link to a 2008
Summary Report entitled: “Development

Maurice Manning

trends for Peptide Therapeutics”. This
very impressive Summary Report
provides an up-to-date resume of the truly
astonishing progress being made in the
development of therapeutically effective
peptides. This is exciting reading for
peptide chemists. The full 2008 PTF
report is expected to be available at an
affordable price early in 2010.
In this vein also, a very recent related
comprehensive review entitled: “Synthetic therapeutic peptides: science and
the market” by Vlieghe, P., Lisowski, V.,
Martinez, J. and Khrestchatisky, M. in
Drug Discovery Today (in press) is a must
read for all peptide chemists. This timely
review clearly shows that the peptide field
is undergoing a very exciting renaissance.
Finally, to ensure the continued vitality
of the peptide field, our peptide
organizations need to be at the forefront of
efforts to help the peptide field get its
share of research funds; by requesting
that peptide chemists be members of
Study Sections and grant review panels
which review peptide chemistry grants.

Contributed by Maurice Manning
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Journal of Peptide Science
– New Developments for 2010
and Beyond
he Journal of Peptide Science
reflects the activities and the needs
of the members of the European
Peptide Society. The Editorial Board takes
this very seriously and makes sure that
further developments of the Journal will
meet the interests of the scientists in
industry and academia.
In this context the Editorial Board is
pleased to announce some new features
to the Journal of Peptide Science with the
belief, that these new developments will
make the Journal more attractive and
user-friendly.

T

First “Journal of Peptide Science
Best Paper Award”
2009 has seen the first Journal of Peptide
Science Best Paper Award. The Editorial
Board selected the best paper from a
shortlist based on statistics from
downloads and citations. The first Award
went to the article of Katherine M. Harris,
Stevenson Flemer Jr. and Robert J.
Hondal from the University of Vermont,
USA, for: “Studies on deprotection of
cysteine and selenocysteine side-chain
protecting groups” [Harris K.M., Flemer S.
Jr. and Hondall R.J. Studies. J. Peptide
Sci. 1 3 (2007), 81-93; DOI: 10.1002/
psc.795].
The Awardees will receive a cheque for
€2000 and their article will get high
attention. The next Award will be due in
16

2010 and will be announced at the 31st
EPS Symposium in Copenhagen.
How do you participate in this
competition? This is easy. Every research
article published in Journal of Peptide
Science in 2008 and 2009 will
automatically participate for the 2010
Award, all research articles published in
2009 and 2010 will automatically qualify
for the 2011 Award. With other words,
each high quality article published in
Journal of Peptide Science automatically
qualifies twice for the annual selection
process. Can there be a better reason for
publishing in Journal of Peptide Science?
Graphical Abstracts
From January 2010 it will be much more
comfortable to find articles of interest to
you. The table of contents now includes a
short abstract and a key illustration, so
that you get immediately a good idea
about the content of all contributions.
More and more journals present their
content in graphical abstracts. We have
received a lot of positive feedback from
our readers on this development.
Peptide Protocols
We have introduced a new type of articles
to Journal of Peptide Science: Peptide
Protocols. These protocols will publish
key procedures in peptide chemistry and
biology in a well defined format. The

Luis Moroder

Martin Röthlisberger

development of these Peptide Protocols
lies in the hands of Michael Chorev. If you
think that you have a procedure that you
would like to publish in this format,
please contact Michael and arrange with
him the details. In issue 16:1 we have
published two such Peptide Protocols:

Sulfo-click for ligation as well as for site-specific conjugation with peptides, fluorophores, and metal
chelators (p 1–5)
Dirk T. S. Rijkers, Remco Merkx, Cheng-Bin Yim, Arwin J. Brouwer, Rob M. J. Liskamp
Published Online: Nov 18 2009 7:11AM
DOI: 10.1002/psc.1197

The sulfo-click reaction, which is a metal-free chemoselective amidation reaction involving the reaction of an aminoethane
sulfonylazide with a thio acid encompasses a new approach for decorating biologically active peptides or dendrimers with biophysical
tags, fluorescent probes, metal chelators, and small peptides.

COMU: A third generation of uronium-type coupling reagents (p 6-9)
Ayman El-Faham, Fernando Albericio
Published Online: Nov 30 2009 4:58AM
DOI: 10.1002/psc.1204
A third generation of uronium-type coupling reagent based on ethyl
2-cyano-2-(hydroxyimino)acetate as well as a morpholino carbon
skeleton. Performed extremely well in the presence of only 1 equiv.
of base, which decrees the racemization level during peptide synthesis. The by-products are water soluble and easily removed. Less
hazardous safety profile than HOBt-based reagents.
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Cooperation with the 31st
European Peptide Symposium in
Copenhagen
Following the tradition of the EPS
Symposia in Montpellier, Sorrento,
Prague, Gdansk, and Helsinki there will
be again a close cooperation between the
Journal of Peptide Science and the
Symposium. The Book of Abstracts will be
published in the style of the Journal, and
all subscribers to the print edition will
receive the print issue and all subscribers
to the online version will be able to use
the online edition of the Abstracts.
In the past five symposia the
participants received a free subscription to
the Journal of Peptide Science in the year
after the symposia. Due to popular
demand we have changed this. There will
be no longer free print copies, but there
will be free access to the online journal.
All members of the EPS will have free
access to the Journal of Peptide Science
for six months after each symposium. The
access to the Journal will be through the
Website of the EPS (http://www.
eurpepsoc.com).
The EPS Website is the key source for
all information concerning the Society.
You will find information on forthcoming
conferences, you can download the EPS
Newsletters or you will have direct access
to the Journal, as mentioned above.
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We all have experienced in the last
years a fascinating renaissance of
peptides and peptidomimetics at the
forefront of science from chemistry,
chemical biology, and innovative biomaterials to drug discovery. As a
consequence related scientific work is
published constantly and increasingly in
the highest ranking scientific journals
leading to an extreme competition for our
Journal of Peptide Science. Moreover, the
rather large number of sister journals in
peptide chemistry lead to a substantial
spreading of the publications even in this
specialized field of research. Intensive
discussions with colleagues of the
editorial and advisory board convinced us
that with all the innovations it should be
possible to strengthen the scientific
impact of our journal, if the scientific
community of peptide chemistry and
particularly that of the European Peptide
Society will contribute with submissions
of experimental manuscripts and reviews
of advanced research work.

Contributed by Luis Moroder
and Martin Röthlisberger

Society News
An Important Message from the
Secretary of the European Peptide
Society (EPS) to all Members of the EPS
Dear colleague,
1. Re-registration as member of the EPS
In our files, you are listed as a member of the European
Peptide Society (EPS). You may be well known to the
secretary of the EPS, having been a valued member for
many years. Or you may have joined the society some time
ago and then lost interest in the EPS. Because the EPS has
offered membership free of charge, existing members may
have had no occasion to communicate to the secretary that
either their coordinates (postal address, e-mail address etc.)
may have changed or that they wished to discontinue their
membership. This has led to an unsatisfactory state of the
membership files of the EPS.
The executive committee has therefore decided to ask all
members (also those that are well known to the secretary) to
go through a process of re-registration using the website of
the EPS. Thus, with this letter I would like to ask you to do
this within the next four weeks (i.e. by January 31, 2010) so
that the organizers of the 31st EPS Symposium, to be held in
Copenhagen from 5–9 September 2010, can be provided
with an up-to-date data base.
Details of the 31st EPS Symposium can be found on the
following website: http://www.31eps.dk/
If you wish to discontinue your EPS membership, please
send an e-mail to the secretary.

as pdf file (23Mb) that can be obtained from the secretary
(provided that your server accepts this file size).
The executive committee regrets this situation and sends
apologies, on behalf of the organizers, to all participants. At
the same time, the executive committee has the pleasure to
communicate to you that our well-known colleague Dr. Michal
Lebl was kind enough to offer a print version of the book for
the modest price of $25.03 (paperback version). If you wish
to purchase a copy or several copies, you can do so via the
following website: http://www.lulu.com/product/paperback/
peptides-2008/5436734
3. Election of a new representative in the EPS Council for
your country
On the Society’s website you will find the list with the current
members of the EPS Council. The term of several members
will end at the end of 2010. In March 2010, the secretary of
the EPS will organize elections in these countries. If you are
an EPS member living in one of these countries, you are
entitled to propose one or more candidate/s for the EPS
council; please do so by January 31, 2009.
As secretary of the EPS, I hope that you will continue your
membership by completing the form on the website as
explained above and that we will have the opportunity to
meet each other again at the next EPS symposium in
Copenhagen.
Warmest regards
Alex N. Eberle
Secretary of the EPS

2. Offer to purchase a printcopy of the proceedings of
the 30th EPS Symposium held in Helsinki in 2008
It has been the tradition for decades that after every EPS
Symposium a proceedings book containing all contributions
of the meeting was produced by the organizers of the
symposium. Owing to financial problems, the organizers of
the 30th EPS Symposium held in Helsinki in 2008 were not
in the position to offer a printed version of the proceedings to
the participants. Instead, they produced an electronic version

Executive Committee Meeting
The annual Executive Committee Meeting will be held at the
Centro Congressi di Ateneo of the University of Napoli
“Federico II” during the 12th Naples Workshop on Bioactive
Peptide (Napoli, June 4–7, 2010).

19

CALENDAR of

Forthcoming Events
EXPERIMENTAL APPROACHES TO
PROTEIN:PROTEIN INTERACTIONS

31st EUROPEAN PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM

University of Sheffield, United Kingdom
11–12 January, 2010
Website: www.biochemistry.org/meetings/
programme.cfm?Meeting_No=SA094

Copenhagen, Denmark
5–9 September, 2010
Website: www.31eps.dk

12th IBERIAN PEPTIDE MEETING
University of Lisbon, Portugal
February 10–12, 2010
Website: www.epi2010.biochemist
imm.org/

5th INTERNATIONAL PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM in conjunction with
47th JAPANESE PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM
Kyoto, Japan
4–9 December, 2010
Website: www.5ips.jp

THE PEPTIDE CONFERENCE 2010
Cambridge, United Kingdom
30–31 March 2010
Website: www.synthetic-biology.info

4th INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS
NATURAL PEPTIDES TO DRUGS
(NP2D)
Zermatt, Switzerland
11–14 April, 2010
Website: www.np2d.com

7th HELLENIC FORUM ON
BIOACTIVE PEPTIDES
University of Patras, Greece
16–17 May, 2010
Website: www.hellenicpeptides.gr

12th NAPLES WORKSHOP ON
BIOACTIVE PEPTIDES
University of Napoli “Federico II”, Italy
4–7 June, 2010
Website:
www.cirpeb.unina.it/naples2010
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32nd EUROPEAN PEPTIDE
SYMPOSIUM
Athens, Greece, 2012
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(Secretary)
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(Treasurer)
Dipartimento delle Scienze Biologiche
Universita di Napoli “Federico II”
Via Mezzocannone 16
80134 Napoli, ITALY
E-mail: ettore.benedetti@unina.it
Tel: (+39) 081 253 6653
Fax: (+39) 081 253 4560

Professor David Andreu
(Scientific Affairs Officer)
Department of Experimental
and Health Sciences
Universitat Pompeu Fabra
E-08003 Barcelona, SPAIN
E-mail: david.andreu@upf.edu
Tel: (+34) 933 160 868
Fax: (+34) 933 160 901

Professor Paul Cordopatis
(Member & Newsletter Editor)
Department of Pharmacy
University of Patras
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Tel: (+30) 2610 997 713
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