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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

A message from the past President of the EPS

Dear colleagues and friends of the EPS,

At the recent General Assembly, held online last June 24, I

informed the EPS Council of my decision not to seek a second

statutory four-year term as president, hence to resign my job as of

that date. This message is now to convey that decision to the

entire membership of the Society, extensive to the peptide

community at large.

Serving the EPS for the past four years (2016–2020) has not

only been a great honor but a great pleasure too. In my August

2016 message as incoming EPS president, I wrote about “the unfail-

ingly agreeable, constructive attitudes found across the EPS commu-

nity” as proof that science knows not of national borders and best

thrives through open minds and societies. I have been privileged to

experience this reality in my tenure as president, not only at the

three Symposia I have attended in my official capacity (Sofia 2014,

where I was nominated; Leipzig 2016 and Dublin 2018) but also on

a more day-to-day basis as I interacted with EPS individual mem-

bers, national representatives, regional/specialized meeting orga-

nizers and a constellation of other actors who contribute to keeping

alive our foundational goal of “advancement of research and train-

ing in the science of peptides in Europe and other countries.” And I

remain hopeful that, despite unforeseen adversities such as those

posed by the current global health situation, the EPS, along with

sister societies worldwide, will continue to promote the best of

peptide science, in particular by fostering the aspirations and crea-

tivity of young scientists who have found in peptide research a

meaningful call. Thus, my decision to step down is in no way due to

lack of enthusiasm for the opportunities the EPS can provide, or to

pessimistic concerns about a recognizably unchartered, challenging

future. Rather, it stems out of the conviction that the Society's

interests can be best met by a renewed Executive Committee to

which, in my present personal circumstances, I would not be able to

contribute with the energy, dedication and acuity that the situation

requires.

It is precisely to the Executive Committee that I wish to devote

the rest of these lines. I have been extremely fortunate to count with

a superb human team that has consistently provided loyal support,

competent assistance and constructive criticism, when needed, to

any initiatives, personal or collegiate, taken during my four-year

tenure. This outstanding group of people is now to undergo a smooth

transition as two members, Prof. Anna Maria Papini and myself, are

completing our mandates.

The EPS has a lasting debt of gratitude to Prof. Papini for her

two terms (8 years) of intense, dedicated service as Treasurer.

Anna Maria was deeply involved in the 2012 overhauling of the

EPS as a non-profit society in the frame of existing EU legislation

and has since been a dedicated, faithful steward of the Society's

resources. She has been particularly successful in consolidating a

sound relationship with Wiley, based on the Society and Wiley's

joint ownership of the Journal of Peptide Science, the EPS flagship

publication. Under the tireless commitment of the Journal's Editor-

in-chief, Prof. Luis Moroder (another colleague with whom the EPS

has an immense debt of gratitude) and co-editor Prof. Ulf

Diederichsen, and regardless of the choppy waters that describe

most of today's academic scientific publishing, the Journal has

become an undisputed worldwide reference for high-quality

peptide-focused research. The successful Wiley-EPS symbiosis has

reflected favorably on the Society's assets that Prof. Papini has

carefully managed during her tenure and which provide a solid

basis for EPS activities over the coming years.

Three other members of the 2016–2020 EPS executive com-

mittee will remain as Society's officers for another four-year term,

two (Prof. Paula Gomes, Secretary; Prof. Krzysztof Rolka, Commu-

nications Officer) with unchanged duties, and one (Prof. Norbert

Sewald), until now Scientific Affairs Officer, assuming the Society's

presidency. To all of them I wish to express my deepest gratitude
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for their steadfast commitment to EPS interests, and for their

generous assistance in my tasks whenever I have needed it. In

particular, as I handle my responsibilities over to Norbert, I am

assured and relieved that he will prove to be as capable, dedicated

and hard-working a president as he has shown to be in

his Scientific Affairs position. I also wish the two new members

of the Executive Committee, Profs. Florine Cavelier and

Fernando Formaggio, incoming Scientific Affairs Officer and

Treasurer, respectively, lots of success in their jobs, while I thank

them for their altruistic readiness to serve the Society's interests in

complex times.

In closing, I cannot but reiterate my thanks to the entire EPS com-

munity for the trust and support bestowed on me over these years.

Along with that gratitude goes also my wish and hope to continue

interacting with all of you in years to come. As you may know, I am

involved as co-chair in the preparation of the 36th EPS Symposium,

very ably promoted and piloted by Dr. Meritxell Teixidó, and

recently rescheduled to take place in Sitges, near Barcelona, on

August 29–September 3, 2021. It will be a pleasure to greet you

there, refresh our friendship, recollect on the past and plan for the

future as we share in our common EPS heritage.

With best regards,

David Andreu

EPS President, 2016–2020
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

A message from the new President of the EPS

Dear EPS members,

As the newly elected President of the EPS, I take the pleasure of

addressing a few words to you. I feel very much honored by the trust

the delegates of the General Assembly put on me in the election on

June 24, 2020. During the past 4 years (2016–2020), I have been

serving the EPS as the Scientific Affairs Officer, and it was always my

great pleasure to interact with the members of our scientific society,

in particular during the symposia held at Leipzig and Dublin. It has

always been a great privilege to be a member of the Executive

Committee of a European society, because I am deeply convinced of

the European idea. This is why I look forward to the next 4 years as

the President of the EPS. Bringing people in Europe together is even

more important in times when nationalistic attitudes have been

emerging in many countries. My own experiences let me come to the

conclusion that resentments are largely the consequence of lacking

personal contacts and open-mindedness.

This is why I consider having a pan-European scientific society a

great value and the EPS is a clear proof. In this context, the support of

junior scientists is a premier duty of the EPS. Moreover, in the close

interaction with other national or supranational societies, the EPS

joins forces to promote peptide science all over the world. All these

efforts would not be possible without the Journal of Peptide Science,

jointly owned by the EPS and Wiley. The EPS is greatly indebted to

Luis Moroder, Ulf Diederichsen, and all the editors, who are tirelessly

serving the journal free of charge and, hence, are largely contributing

to the sound financial situation of the EPS. I appeal to all EPS

members to consider the society-owned journal as a substantial value

on its own. We all must contribute to the growth and development of

the Journal of Peptide Science.

The current pandemic has drastically shown the consequences of

restrictions concerning travel and exchange. Science relies on interna-

tional relationships of people, scientific dispute, and the exchange of

ideas. We all have been experiencing cancellations of scientific meet-

ings this year. In the pandemic times, virtual meetings have become

increasingly important. I am convinced that such web conferences are

important new tools, but are not suitable of replacing personal con-

tacts and informal meetings during “real” conferences. It was in partic-

ular agonizing and disappointing for the organizers that the European

Peptide Symposium scheduled for August/September in Sitges had to

be postponed. The EPS Executive Committee and probably many

scientists who intended to participate felt the same. I would like to

express my deepest gratitude to the organizing committee and in

particular Dr. Meritxell Teixidó that we now can look forward to meet

in Sitges in the time 29.08.–03.09.2021.

Taking over the baton (more a conductor's baton than a bâton de

commandement) from David Andreu means that I have to fit into large

footsteps. The period of his presidency was characterized by his

obliging way of dealing also with difficult matters. I hope that I will

be able to step up with him. It was a great pleasure to serve the soci-

ety during the past period of duty in the Executive Committee with

David Andreu, Anna Maria Papini, Paula Gomes, and Krzysztof Rolka.

Their collegiality and friendship made the work a pleasure. Besides

David Andreu, Anna Maria Papini will leave the Executive Committee

after the maximum periods of duty. Her tireless and perfectly

organized engagement as the Treasurer is one of the reasons why

the EPS is in such a good shape as we see today, and we all owe her

our gratitude.

I look forward to collaborating with the new Executive

Committee, composed of Paula Gomes, Secretary; Krzysztof Rolka,

Communications Officer; Florine Cavelier, Scientific Affairs Officer;

and Fernando Formaggio, Treasurer. I am very grateful to all members

of the new Executive Committee for being prepared to serve the EPS,

and I look forward to future positive interactions.

With best regards,

Norbert Sewald

EPS President
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

2nd Meeting of the Italian Peptide Society dedicated to Young
Researchers

Florence, Italy

21 September 2019

The 2nd meeting of the Italian Peptide Society (ItPS) dedicated to young researchers has been held at the University of Florence, on Saturday

September 21, 2019.

The event, organized with the efforts of the members of the ItPS Scientific Committee has had a high attendance with the participation

of more than 70 members of the recently born Italian Peptide Society.

The meeting started with a plenary lecture held by the co-founder of ItPS, Dr. Antonello Pessi. After the lecture, Dr. Pessi was mentioned

as the honorary member of the Italian Peptide Society.

After the plenary lecture, 12 oral communications were held by young researchers of ItPS that gave a picture of emerging peptide science

in Italy.

Finally, the two winners of the “Vittorio Erspamer Award” dedicated to young researchers (Dr. Salvatore Di Maro, University of Caserta

“Luigi Vanvitelli” and Dr. Mario Mardirossian, University of Trieste) presented their researchers.

DOI: 10.1002/psc.3317

J Pep Sci. 2021;27:e3313. wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/psc © 2021 European Peptide Society and John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. 1 of 3

https://doi.org/10.1002/psc.3317

http://wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/psc
https://doi.org/10.1002/psc.3317


PHOTO 2 Participants of the meeting

PHOTO 1 Dr. Antonello Pessi, honorary member of the Italian Peptide Society
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All the lectures were followed by stimulating discussions promoted by the chairman and with the participation of several participants.

The scientific content of the invited lectures and oral presentations reflected the state of the art in several specific aspects of the peptide

research ongoing in Italy and was very much appreciated by all participants.

Contributed by Giancarlo Morelli

PHOTO 3 Group photo of the meeting
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

17th Iberian Peptide Meeting

The 17th edition of the Iberian Peptide Meeting (EPI2020, Madrid, Spain, February 5–7), an EPS-sponsored reunion, was held at the audito-

rium of the Rocasolano Institute of Physical Chemistry, for the scientific sessions, and at the 110 Room of the Medicinal Chemistry Institute for

exhibitors and lunches. The meeting was organized by researchers of both institutes, belonging to the Spanish National Research Council (CSIC).

After the effort from the Organizing Committee to identify and attract new groups working on the field of peptides in Spain and in Portugal, and

with the invaluable assistance of the Spanish–Portuguese Scientific Committee, we orchestrate an appealing and decidedly multidisciplinary pro-

gram. It combined most aspects of peptide science, synthetic features, structural studies, computational approaches, and many different applica-

tions (biomaterials, therapeutics, diagnosis, and food).

Typical continental weather in Madrid by these dates, foggy, cold mornings, and agreeable sunny afternoons, accompanied the 95 attendants

during the three EPI days. According to its Iberian character, delegates came mostly from Spain (64) and Portugal (18), but also from other

European countries (UK, Italy, France, and Serbia). The scientific sessions included 2 plenary lectures (45 min), 4 invited keynotes (30 min), 32 oral

communications (15 min), 14 sort presentations (5 min), and a poster's session (12 min). A good combination of experienced senior researcher,

junior investigators, young postdocs, and PhD students resulted in dynamic highly (in)formative sessions, with interesting discussions, and in an

ideal forum to establishing new collaborations.
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After the opening ceremony, by the CSIC Vice President, Prof. Jesús Marco, the scientific part of the meeting started with the enthusiastic

plenary lecture by Prof. Anna María Papini (University of Florence, EPS Treasurer) who gave an overview of different approaches to stabilize pep-

tide secondary structures and of the biomedical applications of the resulting peptides. As for the Keynotes, first we had the very engaging lecture

by Dr. Douglas Laurent (IQFR-CSIC, Madrid) on antifreeze peptides, their structure by NMR and their applications; then followed by a wonderful

talk by Dr. Cristina Martins (University of Porto) on the detailed analysis of surface-conjugated antimicrobial peptides; next, for the first time at an

EPI meeting, health benefits of food-derived peptides, particularly those from Iberian ham, were highlighted through the fascinating talk by Prof.

Fidel Toldrá (IATA-CSIC, Valencia); the appealing talk by the young scientist Dr. Manuel N. Melo (Universidad Nova de Lisboa) on theoretical simu-

lations to understand the ways by which antimicrobial peptides form pores at membranes was the fourth keynote. For closing the scientific pro-

gram, we listened to the insightful plenary lecture by Prof. Ian Hamley (Reading University), providing a broad survey of self-assembling peptides

and some examples of microfibril-forming lipopeptides and their interesting antimicrobial and anticancer bioactivities, among others.
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In addition to the above plenary and keynote lectures, the scientific program comprised a notable number of oral and short communications,

with an important contribution of junior scientist, postdocs, and PhD students, following the EPI spirit from the beginning. To recognize and stim-

ulate young participants, two of the best oral communications and one short presentation were awarded at the end of the meeting, sponsored by

BCN Peptides, Lilly, and IRIS Biotech. The winners of these awards were Ana Gomes (University of Porto), Mar Forner (Pompeu Fabra University,

Barcelona), and Iara Mota-Silva (University of Lisbon), respectively.

The organizers would like to thank the CSIC, specially the directors of the Rocasolano Institute of Physical Chemistry and of the Medicinal

Chemistry Institute for hosting the meeting in their facilities and the other members of the Organizing Committee, David Pantoja-Uceda and

Marta Gutiérrez, for their huge work in the preparation of and during the conference. We are also tremendously grateful to the students and

coworkers who provided invaluable assistance during the three meeting's days: Carolina, Alejandro, Cristina, Jessy, Dr. M. Angeles Bonache, and

Dr. Sonia de Castro. Many thanks also to the European Peptide Society, GERMN group (RSEQ), and Molecules, as main benefactors. We also

thank the exhibitors Biotage, Bachem, and Interchim/Cromlab, and to the other sponsors, including the above-mentioned award supporters, and

Vacuubrand/Linealab, Bruker, Enantia, Genochem, Inqualab, and Asynt for their generous financial support.

Full details on the program can be found at the meeting website: (http://epi2020.iqfr.csic.es/) including a photo gallery.

Contributed by Rosario González-Muñiz, M. �Angeles Jiménez, and María José Camarasa (Chairs of EPI2020)
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

SOCIETY NEWS

J. Rudinger, L. Zervas, and M. Bodanszky Awards

According to the results of EPS General Assembly voting for

2020, the laureates are:

Rudinger Award 2020: Herbert Waldmann

Herbert Waldmann

The Josef Rudinger Memorial Lecture Award is presented “in com-

memoration of Josef Rudinger's role in the foundation of the

European Peptide Symposia and of diverse contributions he made to

peptide chemistry”. The award is presented during the EPS Sympo-

sium and is sponsored by PolyPeptide Group. The members of the

General Assembly of EPS elected Prof. Herbert Waldmann, full pro-

fessor, at the Technische Universität Dortmund. He studied chemistry

and completed his PhD in organic chemistry in 1985 working with

Horst Kunz. After a 2-year postdoctoral fellowship with George

Whitesides at Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA, Waldmann

pursued an academic career and qualified as a professor at the Univer-

sity of Mainz in 1991. Shortly thereafter, he was appointed professor

of organic chemistry at the University of Bonn. In 1993, he became

professor of organic chemistry at the University of Karlsruhe.

Since 1999, he has headed the Department of Chemical Biol-

ogy at the Max Planck Institute of Molecular Physiology and, con-

currently, has also held the position of full professor of

biochemistry at the Technische Universität Dortmund. Since 2005,

he has headed the Chemical Genomics Center of the Max Planck

Society. Author of more than 500 peer-reviewed scientific publica-

tions, he has been awarded numerous academic distinctions, includ-

ing the Otto Bayer Prize, the Emil-Fischer Medal of the German

Chemical Society (GDCh), one of the highest distinction in Organic

Chemistry in Germany, the Hans-Herloff-Inhoffen Medal, and the

Max Bergmann Medal. In 2014, he received an Honorary Doctorate

by Leiden University, NL, for his contributions to the field of

Chemical Biology.

He is a member of several editorial boards of international

journals, and he is the European Editor-in-Chief for Bioorganic and

Medicinal Chemistry. He also serves on various advisory boards

including Max Planck Innovation GmbH (Chairman) and Boehringer

Ingelheim Foundation. For more than 20 years, Herbert Waldmann

has been a scientific consultant and advisor to major pharmaceutical,

agrochemical and chemical companies and biotechnology companies.

Zervas Award 2020: Gilles Subra and Ali Tavassoli

Gilles Subra

Ali Tavassoli

DOI: 10.1002/psc.3319

J Pep Sci. 2021;27:e3319. wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/psc © 2021 European Peptide Society and John Wiley & Sons, Ltd. 1 of 3

https://doi.org/10.1002/psc.3319

http://wileyonlinelibrary.com/journal/psc
https://doi.org/10.1002/psc.3319


The Leonidas Zervas Award is presented in commemoration of his

outstanding contributions to peptide science. The award is given to

the scientist who has made the most outstanding contributions to the

chemistry, biochemistry, and/or biology of peptides in the 5 years pre-

ceding the date of selection, presented during the EPS Symposium

and is sponsored by the donation of Dr. Rao Makineni. For the 2020

Award, the members of the General Assembly of EPS elected Gilles

Subra, Institut des Biomolécules Max Mousseron, Montpellier, France,

and Ali Tavassoli, University of Southampton in the UK, as joint recipi-

ents of the Zervas Award.

Gilles Subra was born in Narbonne, France, in 1971. He graduated

from the “Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Chimie” in Montpellier,

France. The same year, he obtained his master degree (Chemistry/

Biology Interface) at the University of Montpellier. He got his PhD

under the supervision of Professor Jean Martinez in 1999, working in

the field of combinatorial chemistry and peptide libraries. During

his post-doctoral experience, he worked with Ipsen-Beaufour pharma-

ceutical company for the discovery of novel bioactive peptides

through the design of peptide and peptidomimetic libraries, and he set

up the combichem and automated synthesis facility within the School

of Pharmacy of Montpellier in 2001. Gilles was appointed as an asso-

ciate professor in 2002 at the School of Pharmacy. He obtained his

Habilitation in 2007. Besides pursuing his work on methodological

developments in solid-phase synthesis of peptides and analogues, he

started designing chemical tools to detect and quantify peptides in

complex media by mass spectrometry. He proposed to use covalent

labeling with a MALDI-MS enhancer and elemental quantification by

ICP-MS. These methodologies allowed performing ligand/receptor

binding assays, and cell penetration measurements. On-going

researches concern their use in the field of activity-based probes that

can be imaged by MALDI-MS.

Being appointed full professor in 2011, he started a new topic at

the “Institut des Biomolécules Max Mousseron (IBMM)”, dedicated to

the design of peptide-based materials and polymers. His group

recently described and developed a whole range of bioorganic-

inorganic hybrid materials obtained by inorganic sol–gel polymeriza-

tion, in a bio-orthogonal fashion. Several novel biomaterials were

studied, including peptide silicone polymers, multifunctional

nanoparticles for imaging and cancer therapy, cell-adhesive and

antibacterial hydrogels, membranes and bioactive dressings, as well as

collagen mimetic matrices for tissue engineering. On-going research

efforts are also focused on the control of the structure of bio-hybrid

materials at the nanoscale using the self-assembly properties of hybrid

peptides and the development of oligosaccharides/peptide-based

hydrogels as cell-containing bioinks for 3D bio printing of scaffolds

for tissue engineering. Gilles leads and participates in several national

and international research programs dealing with biologically active

peptides, especially for the design of biosensors and smart materials

for regenerative medicine.

Ali Tavassoli is a professor of chemical biology at the School of

Chemistry, University of Southampton in the UK. Ali was born in Iran

and received his BSc in chemistry from Bristol University (UK) in

1995, followed by a PhD in synthetic organic chemistry from Reading

University (UK) in 1999. This was followed by a 2-year postdoctoral

fellowship in bioorganic chemistry at Sussex University (UK) and a

5-year postdoctoral fellowship in chemical biology at the Pennsylvania

State University (USA).

Ali was appointed lecturer in chemical biology at the University of

Southampton in 2006, promoted to reader in 2011, and promoted to

professor of chemical biology in 2015. Ali's research interests are in

the chemical biology of cyclic peptides, with a focus on developing

methods and platforms for the intracellular generation of cyclic

peptide libraries, and combining them with cell-based screens for

the high-throughput identification of protein–protein interaction

inhibitors. This approach has led to several first in class molecules, a

number of which are currently being developed towards the clinic.

Ali's other research interests are related to nucleic acids and cell

biology, particularly cellular hypoxia response.

Ali is also founder and CSO of Curve Therapeutics, and the presi-

dent elect of the Royal Society of Chemistry's “Chemistry and Biology

Interface Division” (2020–2023). Ali has previously served as the chair

of the RSC's Chemical Biology and Bioorganic Group (2012–2015). Ali

has won a number of awards during his career, including the EuChemS

silver medal for European Young Chemist (in 2008) and the RSC's

Protein and Peptide Science Award (in 2017).

Miklos Bodanszky Award 2020: Kathrin Lang

Kathrin Lang

The Miklos Bodanszky Award is presented every 2 years, during the

European Peptide Symposium, in commemoration of Miklos

Bodanszky's contributions to peptide research, to a young scientist

who has in the opinion of the General Assembly of the Society made

the most outstanding contribution to peptide research in the period

of maximum 10 years after obtaining the PhD degree. The award is

presented during the EPS Symposium and is sponsored by BCN

Peptides. For the 2020 award, the members of the General Assembly

of EPS elected Kathrin Lang.

Kathrin Lang studied Chemistry at the University of Innsbruck/

Austria where she obtained a PhD in Chemistry in 2008. After
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postdoctoral research in the group of Venki Ramakrishnan on ribo-

some crystallography and in the lab of Jason Chin on synthetic biology

at the MRC-LMB in Cambridge, UK, she was appointed in 2014 as a

Rudolf Mössbauer Tenure Track Professor at the Technical University

of Munich, where she was recently tenured and promoted to associ-

ate professor for synthetic biochemistry. Her general research inter-

ests lie in the interdisciplinary area between chemistry and biology,

applying concepts from organic chemistry to develop new tools to

study and control biological systems. The KLang lab for Synthetic Bio-

chemistry is especially active in enabling and advancing approaches to

expand the genetic code and in developing new in in vivo chemistries,

a combination that is ideally suited to address unmet challenges in

studying and manipulating biological processes with a new level of

spatial, temporal, and molecular precision.
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

Extract from the Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
23–24 March 2020

(Teleconference via Google Meet)

PART I: 23rd of March 2020, 10:30–15:15 h

Participants at start: D. Andreu, A. M. Papini, K. Rolka, N. Sewald, P. Gomes

1. Welcome

The President, D. Andreu, welcomed all participants and opened the meeting.

2. Approval of the minutes of the last EC meeting

The minutes of the last EC meeting, held in Florence, on the 25th and 26th of March 2019 (Annex I.1), were read and unanimously approved.

3. Proposal for the Executive Committee composition (2020–2024 mandate) to present to the General Assembly

After a brief discussion on which members of the ceasing Executive Committee could make part of the new one for the 2020–2024 mandate, the

following proposal was consensually agreed:

President: Norbert Sewald, University of Bielefeld, Germany.

Secretary: Paula Gomes, University of Porto, Portugal.

Treasurer: Fernando Formaggio, University of Padova, Italy.

Scientific Affairs Officer: Florine Cavelier, University of Montpellier, France.

Communication Officer: Krzysztof Rolka, University of Gdansk, Poland.

4. Changes to the Society's Statutes and Bylaws

Considering the need to update and clarify some aspects of the Society's Statutes and Bylaws, it was consensually agreed that a task force com-

posed by D. Andreu, N. Sewald and P. Gomes, would immediately proceed with identification of key points in need of revision, submit them to

the analysis of Dr. Bottani (from Studio Legale Gori), and then prepare a draft of the revised documents to be discussed at the next ordinary

General Assembly (GA) meeting. Additionally, an extraordinary GA meeting will be also convened, for approval of the final versions of the revised

Statutes and Bylaws.

At this point of the meeting, the chair of the forthcoming 36th European Peptide Symposium/12th International Peptide Symposium,

Meritxell Teixidó, contacted the EC asking that her intervention (point 11) was put ahead of schedule, which was accepted.

5. Nominees for the 2020 edition of the EPS Awards

N. Sewald explained the evaluation process by the Scientific Affairs Committee to select the nominees to be proposed for voting by the GA mem-

bers; the Secretary was put in charge of sending the call for vote by e-mail, there providing a link for voters to have access to all relevant documents.

6. Proposed new members for the Scientific Affairs Committee

N. Sewald informed that, since Christian Gruber already resigned his duties in the SAC and upon a future election for President Norbert Sewald

was to leave the SAC, two new members need to be appointed as their successors. To this end, he approached Norman Metanis and Steven Bal-

let, the National Representatives of Israel and Belgium, respectively, who promptly accepted the appointment.
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7. Report of the Treasurer (A. M. Papini)

A. M. Papini informed that the finances of the Society are still in a very sound situation, and the EC members would have the opportunity to verify

this in the financial report as a topic in the second part of the EC meeting, scheduled for the 24th of March, at 11 a.m. Regarding the Budget for

2020, the Treasurer suggested that the Society should take advantage of its excellent financial condition, and consider the increase of its support

to young peptide researchers, in agreement with its mission.

8. Report of the Communication Officer (K. Rolka)

K. Rolka made a brief overview of the activities of the Society's Communication Office from March 2019 to March 2020, given in detail in his

report (Annex I.2), which was available to all EC members in advance on a dedicated shared Google Drive folder managed by A. M. Papini. The

report was unanimously approved.

The meeting was suspended at 13:30 and set to reconvene at 14:30 h. D. Andreu informed he would not be able to attend the afternoon ses-

sion of the meeting, suggesting this could be chaired by N. Sewald, which was consensually agreed. A. M. Papini requested that the afternoon ses-

sion started by addressing item 13 of the Agenda, enabling the participation of the representative of the Professional Conference Organiser hired

to organise the 37th EPS, which was consensually approved.

9. Report of the Scientific Affairs Officer (N. Sewald)

N. Sewald made a brief overview of the activities of the Society's Scientific Affairs Office in the year 2019, given in detail in his report (Annex I.3),

which was available to all EC members in advance on a shared Google Drive folder managed by A. M. Papini. The report was unanimously

approved. N. Sewald added that, due to the COVID-19 situation, the number of applications for mobility grants and for support to regional meet-

ings will expectedly decrease in 2020.

10. Report of the Secretary (P. Gomes)

P. Gomes made a brief overview of the activities under her responsibility, namely, (i) database pruning, (ii) current number of members, and num-

ber of approved applications for members from March 2019 to March 2020, and (iii) election of the new National Representatives of France and

Germany. The report was unanimously approved, and it was consensually agreed to delete the records of all members whose e-mails are no longer

active (repeated hard bounce of e-mail messages), and whose contacts or affiliations could not be traced after multiple efforts, including those

made by their respective National Representatives.

11. Updated report on the organization of the 36th EPS/12th IPS

Meritxell Teixidó updated the EC members regarding the preparation of the forthcoming European Peptide Symposium, scheduled to be held

in Sitges, Barcelona, from the 30th of August to the 4th of September 2020.

Several issues were addressed, namely:

a) ESCOM-sponsored events: M. Teixidó informed that, after Mrs. Elisabeth Schram passed away, she kept close and constant contact with

Dr. Johan Elgersma from the ESCOM Foundation, who has confirmed continuation of the Foundation's support together with his atten-

dance to the event. This includes sponsoring the Young Investigators' Mini Symposium, for which 115 abstracts have already been sub-

mitted, and the related Best Oral and Best Poster awards. In this connection, M. Teixidó proposed that the awards to be renamed as

“Elisabeth and Bert Schram Award for …”, which was unanimously approved;

b) Submissions and registrations: a total of 635 abstracts were submitted which are now being evaluated by the Scientific Committee, and

97 registrations were completed thus far;

c) EPS grants: M. Teixidó informed that a total of 115 applications for EPS grants (corresponding to registration fee waivers) have been

received, for a total of 55 grants available, so the selection process had to be launched. In this regard, D. Andreu proposed that, given

the current financial situation of the Society and the fact that many more participants than usual may refrain from attending the event

due to the COVID-19 pandemics, the number of grants could be significantly raised, possibly even to the 115 requested by young par-

ticipants, which was consensually accepted.

d) ESCOM Mixer, meals, social events, and sponsors: organization and budgetary details were given on the ESCOM Mixer, meals (informal

lunches and formal/party dinners), social events, Platinum and Silver sponsors, and Exhibitors;

e) EPS Awards: relevant information was provided to M. Teixidó regarding the EPS Awards ceremony and sponsors, including the contact
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of the key person in Polypeptides (sponsor of the Rudinger Award) to be timely passed on to her by D. Andreu; A. M. Papini reminded

all present that BCN Peptides (sponsor of the Bodanszky Award) has to be approached regarding the continued sponsoring of the

Award for forthcoming Symposia;

f) Book of Abstracts: M. Teixidó is in close contact with Wiley regarding publication of the Abstracts in a special issue of Journal of Pep-

tide Science, whose number and DOI will be timely provided by the publisher;

g) COVID-19 pandemics: M. Teixidó made a few considerations in regard to the current worldwide COVID-19 epidemics, and on how this

may affect the event; it was consensually agreed that, depending on the evolution of the pandemics, a GO/NO GO decision will be

made in the first week of June, preferably involving the Society's Council members in the decision making process.

Once the report was concluded, and discussion around the 36th EPS organization was finished, Meritxell Teixidó left the meeting, which returned

to the original sequence of items in the Agenda.

12. Update on the recruitment of Young Testimonials for the 36th EPS

The process of recruitment of Young Testimonials for the 36th EPS was revised, and consensually agreed to be as follows. Five Young Testimo-

nials will be chosen to promote the Society in the EPS booth that will be set at the 36th EPS Symposium, recruited in the following terms: one

chosen by the Symposium organizer (to be indicated), one already experienced in this task (Hendrik Rusche, selected from the Young Testimonials

serving in the 35th EPS held in Dublin, in 2018), and three others to be nominated by the General Assembly in May–June 2020. These five Young

Testimonials will have their 36th EPS registration fees waived. Two additional registration fee waivers will be applied to other two EPS members

whose presence in the 36th EPS was considered essential.

K. Rolka asked how would the payment of registration fees be handled in these cases, and A. M. Papini explained that the names of seven

persons benefiting from the fee waivers should be communicated by the Secretary to the Symposium Organizers, asking them to issue an invoice

in the total amount of the fees in the name of the Society.

13. Update on the forthcoming 37th European Peptide Symposium in Florence

A. M. Papini invited Viviana Vitaly, from the PCO “OIC Group”, to join the meeting. V. Vitali started by presenting a general overview of the

company, its areas of intervention, and available services. Then, specific considerations regarding the 37th EPS were made, and some details were

advanced regarding venue and social events. A. M. Papini advanced some aspects of the preliminary model to be adopted for the scientific pro-

gramme, eventually involving a number of oral communications higher than usual, and a different (digital) format for poster communications.

V. Vitali added that the company will provide all services, from registrations, catering and on-site action, to all e-tools relevant, always keeping the

event as “paper free” as possible. It was also referred that a “crisis plan” is set to face unexpected force majeure impediments (e.g., COVID-19),

and that the event can be postponed or fully web-based, if necessary. It was consensually agreed that the situation on the 37th EPS should be

reassessed in March 2021.

V. Vitali left the meeting, which returned to the original sequence of items in the Agenda.

14. Any other business

N. Sewald commented that the Society's Twitter account seems to be working well and has a significant number of followers, but measures con-

tributing to increase its activity should be always kept in mind. As such, K. Rolka will convey the addition of a “Follow Us on Twitter” button in

the EPS website, and also in the footnote of all official e-mails from the Society. Also, it was consensually agreed that, in the forthcoming GA

meeting, the EC should ask Steven Cobb if he remains available to act as the curator of the Society's Twitter account.

A. M. Papini intervened regarding the possibility of co-promoting with Journal of Peptide Science awards for Best Poster/Oral Communica-

tions in the 36th EPS. It was consensually agreed to approach the 36th EPS organizer on this matter.

As nothing else had to be deliberated, and no members asked to intervene, the first part of the meeting was closed at 16:00 h. The present

minutes were elaborated, approved and signed as they stand.

March 23rd, 2020.

D. Andreu P. Gomes
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PART II: 24th of March 2020, 11–12:30 h

Participants: D. Andreu, N. Sewald, A.M. Papini, K. Rolka, P. Gomes, P. Gori, P. Bottani

EXTRACT FROM THE APPROVED MINUTES PROVIDED IN ANNEX A

1. Welcome

The President of the EPS welcomed the participants and opened the meeting.

2. Approval of Financial Statements and Audit (Annex II.1) for the year ended at 31/12/2019

The following documents were briefly discussed with Drs. Gori and Bottani (for the Newsletter: this annex is added to the report of the General

Assembly of May–June 2020), after which they were unanimously approved:

a) Financial statements at 31/12/2019;

b) Auditor's certification of the Financial Statement for the Fiscal year ended on 31/12/2019.

3. Approval of the Budget for the fiscal year 2020 (Annex II.2)

The Treasurer presented the proposal of the Budget for 2020, which was briefly discussed at the light of the considerations made in Part I of the

EC Meeting, held on the 23rd of March 2020 (see point 7. of the Minutes the EC Meeting – Part I). The proposed Budget was unanimously

approved.

4. End of the 2016–2020 mandate of the Executive Committee

Upon request by D. Andreu, N. Sewald explained briefly the plan for the next Executive Committee, and for the motivation of the Society in con-

tinuing the collaboration with Studio Gori. A few considerations were made regarding the procedure currently established in the Society's Statutes

regarding the election of the members to compose the new EC. Dr. Bottani considered the procedure could be made simpler, which would require

a change in the Statutes. This was followed by a brief discussion on the need to change the Statutes and Bylaws of the Society, in order to pro-

duce an updated and clearer version of these documents. N. Sewald suggested that the task force in charge of this matter (see point 4. of the

Minutes on the EC Meeting – Part I) should propose changes, and open these for discussion in the next ordinary GA meeting, prior to voting in an

extraordinary GA meeting that will have to be scheduled for approval of the new Statutes and Bylaws; for these to enter into force, the minutes

of the extraordinary GA meeting where they were approved have to be sent to a Notary, who will issue the official documents.

5. Call for the next General Assembly meeting

Considering (i) the extraordinary situation caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, (ii) Italian Government normative allowing that corporate entities

delay balance approvals till the 30th of June 2020, and (iii) the fact that the European Peptide Society is currently an Italian-resident Society, it was

decided to schedule the GA meeting for late June 2020. The final date will be set with at least two weeks in advance, in early June. A. M. Papini

kindly volunteered to timely take care of the GA meeting teleconference and document sharing via Google Meets and Google Drive, respectively.

6. Any other business

No other participants asked to intervene and, as nothing else had to be deliberated, the meeting was closed at 12:30, and the respective minutes

(Annex A, herein attached) were approved and signed as they stand.
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

Extract from the Minutes of the General Assembly of the
European Peptide Society of June 24 2020

On June 24, 2020 at 10:30, the members of the Council of the European Peptide Society participated via Zoom, according to the attendance

sheet herein attached, to deliberate on the following agenda:

1. Welcome (D. Andreu)

2. Apologies for absence (P. Gomes)

3. Minutes of the last General Assembly (May 2019): Annexes 1A and 1B

4. Report of the Communication Officer (K. Rolka): Annex 2

5. Report of the Scientific Affairs Officer (N. Sewald): Annex 3

6. Report from the Secretary including proposal of the new National Representatives for France and Germany (P.Gomes): Annex 4

7. Report of the Treasurer (A. M. Papini): Annex 5

8. Report from the JPS Editor (L. Moroder): Annex 6

9. EPS 2020 Awards (N. Sewald)

10. Postponement of the 36th EPS to 2021 (D. Andreu)

11. Changes to the Society's Statutes and Bylaws (N. Sewald)

12. Executive Committee composition for 2020–2024 (D. Andreu): Annex 7

13. Any other business

Apologies for absence were received from Jan BAKOS, Steven BALLET, Marc DEVOCELLE, Dennis LOWIK, and Oliver SEITZ. Apologies for not

being able to attend to the entire meeting were received from Gabor MEZÖ.

The members connected via Zoom confirmed the possibility to intervene in real time at the discussion, and to have timely analyzed all documents

relevant to the meeting that had been previously sent by the Secretary.

All matters of the agenda were thoroughly discussed, with deliberations as follows.

Minutes of the last General Assembly (May 29th, 2019): unanimously approved.

Report of the Communication Officer (K. Rolka): unanimously approved.

Report of the Scientific Affairs Officer (N. Sewald): unanimously approved.

Report of the Secretary (P. Gomes): unanimously approved.

Nomination of Oleg Melnyk and Roderich Süßmuth to succeed Florine Cavelier and Oliver Seitz as National Representatives for France and

Germany, respectively, for 2020–24: unanimously approved.

Report of the Treasurer (A. M. Papini): unanimously approved.

Reappointment of Dr. Paolo Gori as the Society's fiscal auditor: unanimously approved.

Proposal (Christian Becker, Florine Cavelier, and others) that the Executive Committee considers to increase and flexibilize the Society's sup-

port to the National/Regional meetings: consensually approved.

Report from the JPS Editor (L. Moroder): unanimously approved.

Proposal (Luis Moroder) for the Executive Committee to consider the possibility to asking the EPS Awards Laureates to, in addition to pre-

senting a Lecture at the opening ceremony of the European Peptide Symposium, submit a manuscript to Journal of Peptide Science on the

same topic: consensually approved.

Appointment of Norbert Sewald as the President of the Society for 2020–24: unanimously approved.

Appointment of Fernando Formaggio as the Treasurer of the Society for 2020–24: unanimously approved.

Appointment of Paula Gomes as the Secretary of the Society for 2020–24: unanimously approved.

Appointment of Florine Cavelier as the Scientific Affairs Officer of the Society for 2020–24: unanimously approved.

Appointment of Krzysztof Rolka as the Communication Officer of the Society for 2020–24: unanimously approved.

Re-appointment of Steven L. Cobb as the curator of the Society's Twitter account: unanimously approved.
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Meeting participants expressed their unanimous vote of gratitude to David Andreu and Anna Maria Papini, ceasing members of the Executive

Committee, for their invaluable services as, respectively, President and Treasurer of the Society.

As nothing else had to be deliberated, and no members asked to make any further interventions, the meeting was closed at 11:15 pm. The

present minutes were approved as they stand.

The Secretary

Prof. Paula GOMES
The President,

Prof. David ANDREU

June 24th, 2020
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