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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

3rd Meeting of the Italian Peptide Society (ItPS)

Virtual meeting, Italy, 12 December 2020. The 3rd Meeting of the

Italian Peptide Society (ItPS) was held on December 12, 2020. The

conference, which was initially planned in Naples, due to the continu-

ing COVID-19 pandemics was a virtual meeting, using Rome as a Hub.

Logo of the 3rd Meeting of the Italian Peptide Society.

The Organizing Committee comprised Lorenzo Stella (University of

Rome Tor Vergata, Chair), Elisabetta Bianchi (IRBM, Pomezia [RM]),

Sara Bobone (University of Rome Tor Vergata), Gianfranco Bocchinfuso

(University of Rome Tor Vergata), Bruno Casciaro (Italian Institute of

Technology), Emanuela Gatto (University of Rome Tor Vergata), Maria

Luisa Mangoni (Sapienza University of Rome) and Mariano Venanzi

(University of Rome Tor Vergata). The Scientific committee of ItPS,

comprising Elisabetta Bianchi (IRBM), Fernando Formaggio (University

of Padua), Maria Luisa Gelmi (University of Milan), Maria Luisa Mangoni

(Sapienza University of Rome), Anna Maria Papini (University of Flor-

ence), Lorenzo Stella (University of Rome Tor Vergata) and Claudia

Tomasini (University of Bologna), was in charge of the conference pro-

gram. The conference was attended by almost one hundred scientists

from all Italian regions, divided equally between senior scientists and

postdocs or PhD students, working in academia, research centers and

companies. The meeting was also broadcasted live on YouTube. There-

fore, student members of ItPS and other scientists were able to follow

the symposium. The video reached 350 views.

Screenshot of some of the participants of the 3rd Meeting of the

Italian Peptide Society.

The program comprised 28 oral presentations, which were

grouped in sessions focused on peptide materials, peptide-based

devices, peptide aggregation, building blocks, foldamers, peptide

synthesis, antimicrobial peptides, and bioactive peptides. The confer-

ence proceedings can be downloaded at the following link: http://

www.italianpeptidesociety.it/sites/default/files/boa-itps-2020-8_0.pdf.

During the conference, the ItPS President Giancarlo Morelli presented

the Scoffone Award 2020, which commemorates the contributions of

Ernesto Scoffone to peptide chemistry and the foundation of the pep-

tide community in Italy. This year, the award was shared by Luis

Moroder, Carlo Pedone and Claudio Toniolo, for their lifetime

contributions to peptide science. The whole ItPS congratulated

them for this accomplishment, as further demonstration of their suc-

cessful career.
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2020 Scoffone award ceremony. In clockwise order, from the top

left picture: Giancarlo Morelli, Luis Moroder, Claudio Toniolo and

Carlo Pedone.

In the concluding remarks, Maria Luisa Mangoni and Anna Maria

Papini underlined that the experience of this first virtual edition of the

Italian Peptide Society Meeting was extremely exciting, thanks to the

excellent contributions, especially from young participants. The event

was the clear evidence that the three recipients of the Scoffone

Award 2020 had dramatic, diverse, and far-reaching influences on the

evolution of peptide science in Italy and that the difficult situation we

are currently facing, due to the COVID-19 pandemics, did not stop

the enthusiasm and the scientific work of our community.

The Italian Peptide Society is grateful to the European Peptide

Society for sponsoring this event.

Contributed by Giancarlo Morelli, Maria Luisa Mangoni and

Lorenzo Stella.
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

2nd PEPPERSchool

The second edition of the international thematic school Peptide and

Protein Engineering: from Concepts to Biotechnological Applications

(PEPPERSchool) was held from the 15th to the 18th of Marchin a

virtual format since the COVID-19 sanitary conditions in Europe and

around the world at the beginning of 2021 created a large uncertainty

over the “in-site” organization of PEPPERSchool, as planned initially

with the support of the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique

(CNRS).

This international thematic school brings together chemists and

biologists interested in engineering peptides and proteins endowed

with tailored functionalities and useful for solving current societal

challenges in the areas of Health, Energy and Environment. The first

edition was organized at Carry-le-Rouet (France) from the 14th to the

18th of May in 2018. The school was a successful event and under-

lined the need of the scientific and educational community for this

type of multidisciplinary teaching at the interface of chemistry and

biology. This success motivated us to organize the second edition of

PEPPERSchool (https://eventos.fct.unl.pt/pepper_school/pages/

home). The school was focused on teaching the basics of the field

with special emphasis on methodologies that can be easily developed

and adapted in all laboratories and addressed important axes that

were not covered in the first edition such as the folding of proteins.

This thematic school had a high attendance gathering a total of 74 par-

ticipants (foreseen for 60 participants initially) from different coun-

tries (Austria, Belgium, Colombia, Croatia, France, Italy, Portugal,

Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, UK and USA) and from which

54% and 46% were females and males, respectively, and PhD stu-

dents and postdoctoral researchers represented 60% of the total

participants

The organizing committee was composed of Dr. Margarida Dias,

Dr. Ana Sofia Pina and Prof. Ana Cecilia Roque (UCIBIO, NOVA

School of Science and Technology, Portugal); Dr. Kamel Mabrouk

(ICR UMR 7273 CNRS, Aix-Marseille Université, France); Dr. Oleg

Melnyk (CIIL UMR 8204 CNRS, University of Lille, France);

Dr. Elisabetta Mileo (BIP UMR 7281 CNRS, Aix-Marseille Université,

France) and Dr. Olga Iranzo, Dr. Maylis Orio, and Dr. Pierre

Rousselot-Pailley (iSm2 UMR 7313 CNRS, Aix-Marseille Université,

France)

The school started with a session where the participants pres-

ented themselves with a slide (Flash presentations) and allowed to

know each other background/expertise. The school program

included seven lectures and two case study sessions given by

national and international experts in the field: Chemical Synthesis of

Proteins by Dr. Oleg Melnyk; Protein and Peptide folding by Dr. Vla-

dimir Torbeev (Institut de Science et d'Ingénierie Supramoléculaires,

Université de Strasbourg, France); Gene libraries construction and

Phage Display by Prof. Patrice Soumillion (Universite Catholique de

Louvain, Belgium); Ribosome Display by Dr. Frédéric Pecorari

(Centre de recherche en cancérologie et immunologie Nantes-

Angers - Inserm 1,232, Université de Nantes, France); Selective

Chemical Modification of Peptides and Proteins by Prof. Omar

Boutureira (Universitat Rovira I Virgili, Tarragona, Spain) and Biologi-

cal Tools: Non-canonical amino acids as building blocks by Prof. Birgit

Wiltschi (Austrian Centre of Industrial Biotechnology – ACIB GmbH,

Graz, Austria). Each lecture was followed by a Discussion with the

Speaker session where participants, divided in small groups, could

talk with the speaker. These informal discussion were fruitfulness

on terms of solving doubts and broadening knowledge. Importantly,

the school also included a Contest for PhD students and postdoctoral

researchers led by Dr. Oleg Melnyk and Dr. Vladimir Torbeev.CONFERENCE REPORT
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Basically, the participants were faced with an actual research prob-

lem and had to present their strategy/approach to solve it on the

last day of the school. They were divided in groups, combining

always chemists and biologists, and they were provided with inter-

active tools and different time frames along the school to prepare

for the contest. The first (Aromal Asokan, Yasmine Boughanmi,

Nicolas Capit, Carlos Costa, Giorgia Ferretti, Maxime Naudé, Anna

Puszko, Gabrielle Schanne) and second (Karen Cárdenas-Martínez,

Egor Chirkin, Iago De Assis Modenez, Andrea Fasano, Inês Padr~ao)

winning teams were awarded with a copy of the books Total Chemi-

cal Synthesis of Proteins (Wiley) and Peptide and Protein Engineering

(Springer Protocols), respectively.

The pedagogical, interdisciplinary, interactive and high-level sci-

entific program, combined with the expertise of the lecturers, made

this school a great success, as testified by the very positive feedback

received from participants.

The organizing committee would like to thank the CNRS, the

European Peptide Society, the Fédération Chimie Marseille, the

Société Chimique de France - Section Régionale PACA, our gold spon-

sors Agilent and Biotage, as well as CEM, GenScript, SB peptides,

Sigma-Aldrich and X'Prochem for their financial support. We acknowl-

edge the Groupe Français des Peptides et Protéines and the Institute

of Microbiology, Bioenergies and Biotechnology of Aix-Marseille

Université for giving grants to cover the registration fees of PhD stu-

dents and postdoctoral researchers. Wiley and Springer are acknowl-

edged for providing the books for the contest awards.

Contributed by Olga Iranzo.
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

1st EPS Peptide Highlights Virtual Symposium

A year and a half of conferences postponed or cancelled due to the

pandemic has left the scientific world hungry for scientific exchange.

That is why a new digital format was recently launched: The EPS Pep-

tide Highlights Virtual Symposium. The idea of this EPS symposium

format was to give a stage to young talented peptide scientists and

junior group leaders and to crown the meeting with a keynote lecture

by an established principal investigator.

The 1st EPS Peptide Highlights that was hold on 13th of July was

on “Peptide design and engineering” and covered topics from de novo

peptide design, over peptide systems chemistry, peptide materials and

the design of peptidomimetics. Speakers were Aimee Boyle from

Leiden University, Charalampos Pappas from Freiburg University and

Lihi Adler-Abramovich from Tel Aviv University. The keynote lecture

was given by Tom Grossmann from the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.

The symposium was moderated by Franziska Thomas from the Uni-

versity of Heidelberg. The virtual meeting was supported by Ruben

Ragg and Luis Moroder the Editors-in-Chief of ChemBioChem and the

Journal of Peptide Science.

Speakers and supporters of the 1st EPS Peptide Highlights Virtual

Symposium (first row: Norbert Sewald, chair of the EPS; Ruben Ragg,

editor-in-Chief of ChemBioChem, Franziska Thomas, Heidelberg Uni-

versity; second row: Tom Grossmann, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam;

Charalampos Pappas, University of Freiburg; Aimee Boyle, University

of Leiden; third row: Lihi Adler Abramovich, TelAviv University).

The EPS Peptide Highlights Virtual Symposium opened with a wel-

come session by EPS Chair Norbert Sewald. Aimee Boyle, who holds an

assistant professorship at Leiden University, gave the first talk of the

afternoon. Her research focuses on the de novo design of metal-binding

peptides and the influence of metal binding on peptide structure. In her

talk entitled “Exploring Metal-Binding Selectivity within Helical Peptide

Scaffolds”, she presented her latest research on a copper-binding three-

helix bundle. Aimee Boyle's talk was followed by Charalampos Pappas,

who recently started his independent research at the University of Frei-

burg as a junior research group leader. His research group is integrated

into the Cluster of Excellence Living, Adaptive and Energy-autonomous

Materials Systems (livMatS). In his talk entitled “Peptide Systems Chem-

istry”, he presented, among other things, a systems chemistry approach

that leads to a dynamic exchange of peptide bonds, enabling the con-

struction of well-defined peptide oligomers that are best suited for a

specific environment. The third speaker was Lihi Adler-Abramovich. Her

talk “Harnessing Nature to Create New Organic Materials For Tissue

Regeneration” gave an excellent overview of her research on biomi-

metic materials, which includes peptide and peptide hybrid materials

and their use in tissue engineering. Tom Grossmann is one of the world

world's leading scientists on thein the field of peptido and

proteomimetic design of peptidomimetics. His keynote lecture. In his

excellent keynote lecture on “Peptido- and Proteomimetics: Designing

Conformationally Constrained Protein Fragments”, which formed the

conclusion of the virtual symposium, he presented, among other things,

his research on bicyclic β-sheet mimetics that inhibit the Wnt signalling

pathway.

Tom Grossmann presents his work on stacked peptides as inhibi-

tors for the assembly of the NF-Y Transcription Factor.

The virtual meeting was very well attended with more than

200 people listening to the presentations and participating in lively

discussions. This shows that such a meeting was greatly missed. We

therefore hope that the EPS Peptide Highlights Virtual Symposium on

Peptide design and engineering has kicked off a series of similar meet-

ings that we can look forward to in the future.

Contributed by Franziska Thomas.

Virtual meeting, Germany, 13 July 2021

CONFERENCE REPORT
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

In memoriam Conrad H. Schneider (1931–2021)

The European Peptide Society is in mourning for Conrad

Schneider, the founding editor of the Journal of Peptide Science. He

died on May 10, 2021 shortly before his 90th birthday. Conrad was a

true Bernese throughout life: He started his career at the University of

Bern where he studied chemistry, physics and botany, and later he

spent most of his life as professor at the Institute of Immunology and

Allergology of the University of Bern until his retirement in 1997. After

completing his PhD and after getting married to Hélène Schneider-

DeQuervain, Conrad joined the group of Vincent Du Vigneaud at the

Cornell University Medical College in New York in 1959 where he got

involved in the synthesis of tritiated oxytocin and oxytocin analogs.

After his return to Bern in 1962, his main focus was the development

of peptide model systems for allergy and anaphylaxis research. He was

one of the first to study multimeric anaphylactogens based on hexa-

and deca-L-lysine carrier peptides and he demonstrated that epitope

clusters strikingly enhance the affinity as compared with single-ligand

interaction. These and numerous other research projects led to the

development of novel diagnostic reagents in drug allergy for which he

was awarded with the Max Bergmann medal in 1985.

In the 1980s and 1990s, Conrad Schneider served on the

European Peptide Committee, actively participated in the establish-

ment of the European Peptide Society, was Council member and

acted as Chairman of the 22nd European Peptide Symposium held in

Interlaken in 1992. This symposium was not only unforgettable

because of its attractive program but also because the “free
Wednesday” which made it possible to participants to reach the

Jungfraujoch, the top of Switzerland, on a beautiful day with long-

distance views. The many informal discussions during the symposium

led to the idea of creating a proper scientific Journal for the EPS. It

was thanks to Conrad's dedication and efforts that the Journal of Pep-

tide Science could be launched in 1995. He was founding editor from

1995 till 1999 when he handed the duties over to John Jones. With

another smaller symposium under the auspices of the EPS held in

Interlaken in 1995 and the ensuing proceedings “Peptides in Immu-

nology”, Conrad Schneider summarized the state of the art in his area

of research.

The European Peptide Society will always hold Conrad

H. Schneider in the highest regard and honour his memory, and the

Society expresses the sincerest condolences to his wife Hélène

Schneider and his daughters Madeleine Schneider and Isabelle

Schneider.

Contributed by Alex N. Eberle
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

In memoriam Martin Flegel (1946-2021)

Martin Flegel (1946–2021)

Dr. Martin Flegel died suddenly on July 15, 2021, in the middle of the

dinner with his family in his house in Dolni Jircany near Prague,

Czech Republic.

Martin finished his studies at the Faculty of Science, Charles Uni-

versity in 1973. He obtained his Ph.D. from the Institute of Organic

Chemistry and Biochemistry of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sci-

ences (IOCB) where he worked in parallel to his university studies in

the laboratory of Dr. Zaoral from 1968 to 1973 in the field of peptide

synthesis. From 1973 to 1984 he worked in a company Leciva as a

researcher at the Peptide Laboratory. The stay in Leciva is best

described by his long-time friend Viktor Krchnak: “At the beginning of

the 1980s, I joined Leciva Pharmaceuticals in Prague and spent sev-

eral bright years working with Martin. At the time, Martin was the

head of the peptide development group. Our very challenging task

was to prepare for the commercial production of peptides on a solid

phase. After several fine-tuning experiments, we designed a suitable

50-liter reaction vessel for several kilograms of resin. The resin sus-

pension was stirred with a stream of nitrogen fed from the bottom of

the reaction vessel. The first peptide production used Boc/Bn

strategy. For Boc cleavage, we avoided TFA and used HCl gas, which

was also used to stir the resin slurry in dichloromethane. These

were great years of professional accomplishment; we have been

successfully producing peptides on a large scale on the solid phase.

Personally more essential was the long-term mutual friendships with

Martin we built.”
In 1984 Martin completed a six-month internship at the Institute

de Biochemie Université de Paris (center d´ Orsay). In the same year,

he transferred to the Institute of Pharmacology of the Czechoslovak

Academy of Sciences as a researcher and worked there, again in the

field of peptide synthesis until 1992, when he accepted a position in

the company Ferring-Léčiva a.s, as a leader in the development of pep-

tide drugs. In 1989 and 1991 he spent about 10 months in MRC Labo-

ratory of Molecular Biology, Cambridge UK, with legendary

dr. Sheppard. In 1992 he joined the company PolyPeptide Laboratories

(PPL) and in the years 1998–2007, he served there as general director

and managing director. His employment with PPL ended at the end of

2007. Then he came back to his roots at the Institute of Organic Chem-

istry and Biochemistry of the ASCR, where he was employed until

2013. In parallel, he also worked part-time at the 1st Medical Faculty

of Charles University. In 2013, he became an employee of the Univer-

sity of Chemical Technology, Institute of Chemistry of Natural Sub-

stances, where, together his wife introduced a new specialization –

synthesis and application of peptides. Even though I knew Martin since

1974 (we met every Friday at the weekly recap of peptide related pro-

jects at IOCB for more than 10 years), this was the first time when we

worked together on peptide-related projects. And I can confirm that he

had a passion for working in the peptide area and endless patience

working with our students. They will miss him tremendously.

Martin was highly socially and professionally active, he was a

member of the Czech Chemical Society since 1969. He was one of

the founders of the European Peptide Society (EPS) and in

1994–2002 he was a National Representative of the Czech Republic

at the EPS Council, in 1996–2002 he was also a member of the EPS

executive. He was elected to the Academic Assembly of the

Czech Republic for two terms (2002–2010). In the years 2006–2010,

he was also a member of the Scientific Board of the Institute of

Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry AS CR.

In 2004 he served as the chair of the 28th European Peptide

Symposium in Prague. Martin loved meeting with colleagues during

peptide symposia in Europe and the USA. His enthusiasm and cheer-

fulness on these occasions will be truly missed.

Martin was quite an accomplished painter and connoisseur of art

and classical music. He was an enthusiastic follower of the art of

Zdenek Mezl and he supported several art projects, such as glass

sculpture installations of Vladimira Tesarova in a church in Domazlice.

Martin is survived by his wife Zuzana, daughters Hana and Vera,

and grandchildren Sarka, Bela, Eliska, Zofie, and Jakub.

Contributed by Michal Lebl.
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E P S N EW S L E T T E R CON T E N T S

Extract from the Minutes of the Executive Committee Meeting
– Part I, 18 of March 2021

Part I 18/03/21, 9 am to 1:30 pm (CET)

Participants at start: Norbert Sewald (NS), Krzysztof Rolka (KR),

Fernando Formaggio (FF), Florine Cavelier (FC), Paula Gomes (PG).

1. Welcome – NS

The President (NS) welcomed all participants and opened the

meeting.

2. Approval of the minutes of the EC meeting held in March 2020

(Annex I.1) – PG

The minutes of the EC meeting (teleconference) held in March

2020 (Annex I.1), which had been distributed in advance to

EC members by e-mail, were unanimously approved by the EC mem-

bers who had attended the meeting.

3. Report of the Communication Officer (Annex I.2) and future

directions for publication of EPS materials in the Journal of

Peptide Science (JPS) – KR

The Communication Officer (KR) made a brief overview of the

activities of the Society's Communication Office from March 2020 to

March 2021. These are given in detail in Annex I.2, which was sent in

advance to all EC members by e-mail. The report was unanimously

approved.

Following a previous informal meeting of the EC members with

the JPS's Editor-in-Chief (Luis Moroder) and Deputy Editor-in-Chief

(Ulf Diederischen), and with the Wiley-VCH Journal Publishing

Manager Ruben Ragg, it was next discussed whether other EPS mate-

rials, namely, reports from small national/regional meetings, should

also be published both in the EPS website and in the Newsletter to be

included as JPS Editorial in the future. NS suggested that the meeting

reports could be made available as soon as possible in the EPS

website (as an “early view” publication) to be timely replaced by the

final pdf version published along the Newsletter in the JPS Editorial. It

was consensually agreed that this matter should be reassessed when

negotiations with Wiley-VCH reach a higher maturity level.

The process of reviewing contributions for “Peptide Highlights”,
also planned to be published soon as part of the JPS Editorial

materials, was equally discussed. It was consensually agreed that each

time KR receives one such contribution, this will be uploaded to a

shared folder so that all EC members give their feedback within

10 days; after this period, KR will advance with the final assessment

and forward the revised text to the Wiley-VCH Journal Publishing

Manager Ruben Ragg.

4. Report of the Scientific Affairs Officer (Annex I.3) – FC

The Scientific Affairs Officer (FC) made a brief presentation of

her report, which was circulated in advance to all EC members by

e-mail and can be viewed in detail in Annex I.3.

The procedure for reimbursing the students awarded with a PhD

mobility fellowship was next discussed. It was consensually agreed

that, when notifying a candidate of his/her selection as a fellowship

recipient, the SAO should ask the candidate to fill, sign and return a

form (attached to the notification e-mail) where the candidate should:

• state that he/she accepts the fellowship and will return the sum

that will be advanced prior to the mobility, in case this does not

take place by any unforeseen reason;

• indicate the exact start and end dates of the internship in the

hosting laboratory;

• provide his/her personal Bank Account details for transfer of the

awarded sum (to be transferred in two tranches, 50% prior to

departure, 50% after return and submission of the mobility report);

• acknowledge that the second tranche (50% of the grant) will only

be transferred after the mobility report (including adequate

pictures for the EPS website) is duly submitted and approved.

It was also considered that, despite being well advertised in the EPS

website, the PhD mobility fellowships are still poorly visible outside

the EPS community. It was consensually agreed that the Communica-

tion Officer would ask Steven Cobb to advertise the fellowships

through the EPS Twitter account that he manages. It was further

agreed to reduce from 12 to 6 months the minimum period of EPS

membership required for eligibility to apply to the mobility fellow-

ships, and KR was asked to update this information in the EPS

website.

Support to small national/regional meetings was next discussed.

All agreed that, in the current pandemics situation, this type of meet-

ings became particularly important to keep young students engaged(Teleconference)
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to Peptide Science and to the EPS, even if the events could only be

held via teleconference. FC added that many such virtual events run

quite smoothly and gave the example of one held in Germany that

had been set up by Wiley-VCH and worked out fine. In this connec-

tion, NS proposed that the EPS could articulate with Wiley-VCH to

promote biannual half-day virtual meetings (free registration) for

young students to present their work in Peptide Science; these meet-

ings should also include one lecture by a prestigious invited speaker,

and one or two talks by post-doctoral researchers. This idea was very

welcome by all the EC members, and it was consensually agreed that

such meetings should be of general scope within Peptide Science and

chaired by young peptide scientists (EPS members), so they could gain

visibility. It was further agreed that this initiative should be proposed

to the General Assembly, and that the EC should seek to have a pro-

totype meeting set up before the next Assembly, to be held by the

end of May 2021. As such, it was considered that the best option

would be that NS got in touch with the German National Representa-

tive and with scholars involved in a virtual event recently set up by

Wiley-VCH in Germany, to arrange this prototype meeting. It was

agreed that costs charged by Wiley-VCH for these virtual meetings

would be covered by the EPS. Finally, the tentative name “nth EPS

Peptide Highlights” was consensually accepted for these events.

Finally, FC proposed that the amounts awarded by the EPS to

small meeting organizers should be redefined, to allow for a finer tun-

ing of both (i) total amount versus event duration, and (ii) regular

(i.e., “in person”) versus virtual meetings. After a brief discussion, the

following was decided:

1-day regular meeting: 500 €.
2–3 days regular meeting: 1000 €.
4–5 days regular meeting: 1500 €.
Virtual meetings: 500 €.

5. Report of the Secretary (Annex I.4) – P. Gomes

The Secretary (PG) briefly presented actions taken on database

pruning and new membership applications over the past 12 months.

Detailed information is given on Annex I.4, which was sent in advance

to all EC members by e-mail.

6. Report of the Treasurer (Annex I.5) – F. Formaggio

The Treasurer (FF) made a brief overview of the Financial State-

ments for 2020, being noticed that revenues from JPS were slightly

less than in the previous year, but expenses also decreased, in conse-

quence of the COVID-19 pandemics.

The tentative budget for the next five years (2021–2025) was

next analyzed point by point. It was agreed that the two forthcoming

Symposia (Sitges 2022 and Florence 2024) should be supported with

50 k€ each for “symposium grants” (free registrations) to young

participants (PhD students), to counteract the toll imposed by the

COVID-19 pandemics, especially in what concerns engaging young

students to Peptide Science and the EPS. Monetary allocations

for small meetings, including new virtual half-day events for

younger students, and other budgetary issues, were all reviewed

and updated.

An update was made about the EPS Awards (Zervas, Rudinger,

and Bodánszky). It was confirmed that the Zervas Award (sponsored

by Rao Makineni) is secured till 2034 (previously 2032 but postponed

for a couple of years due to the COVID-19 pandemics), whereas the

Rudinger Award will be sponsored by Polypeptide at least until 2026.

In what concerns the Bodánszky Award, sponsorship was granted by

BCN Peptides originally till 2020, now postponed to 2022; PG was

committed to consult the former EPS President, David Andreu (DA),

to know whether EPS can rely on this sponsorship from 2022

onwards.

It was also considered important to review the contract between

the EPS and Wiley-VCH, for which a copy of the agreement would be

requested to Dr. Gori's Office.

Update on the organization of the upcoming European Peptide

Symposium – M. Teixid�o.

The chairperson of the 36th European Peptide Symposium,

Meritxell Teixid�o (MT), was invited to join the EC meeting at this

point, to provide an update on the arrangements of the Symposium,

which was postponed to 2022 (Aug. 28 – Sep. 2) due to the COVID-

19 pandemics. After a brief update, the following matters were

discussed:

• Abstract submissions: it was agreed that abstract submissions

should be reopened, and that authors who had previously submit-

ted an abstract and remain interested in participating, should be

asked to submit a new one;

• Grant applications: similarly, it was agreed that grant applications

should be reopened, and that students who had formerly applied

should reapply as if for the first time; it was considered that, if pos-

sible based both on merit and available budget, re-applicants who

had formerly been selected as grant recipients should be re-

selected;

• Young testimonials: it was agreed to keep the plan of recruiting

5 young testimonials to aid in the EPS Booth, one selected by the

symposium organizer (MT), the other – preferably at the start of

his/her PhD – selected by the next symposium organizer (AMP),

and the remaining three to be appointed by the General Assembly

based on recommendations by the National Representatives;

• ESCOM-sponsored events: MT informed that the Young Investiga-

tor Mini-Symposium (YIMS) would be kept embedded in the regu-

lar EPS program (one afternoon), but that the Mixer would be

moved from lunch time to an afternoon-evening event, after scien-

tific sessions have ended; it was also agreed that selection of the

70 young participants invited to the Mixer should include young

speakers selected for the YIMS, and the remaining participants

would be selected amongst poster award winners and/or travel

grant awardees; selection criteria will be timely set; NS proposed

he could introduce FC as the new Society's SAO to the ESCOM

Foundation representatives, so they can start working together on

ESCOM-related matters for the forthcoming 36th EPS.
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Before MT left the meeting, it was agreed that a follow-up meeting

with her should take place in late Summer/early Autumn 2021.

7. Proposed changes to the Society's Statutes/Bylaws

A brief discussion on possible changes to the EPS Statutes

and Bylaws, and regarding the elaboration of the Society's GDPR

guidelines, took place. It was consensually agreed that suggestions

and doubts raised during the discussion will be addressed in the

forthcoming meeting at Dr. Gori's Office, on the 22nd of March 2021

(see Part II).

As nothing else had to be deliberated, and no members asked to

intervene, this part of the EC meeting was closed at 1:30 pm. The pre-

sent minutes were elaborated, approved, and signed as they stand.

Norbert Sewald, President of

the EPS

Paula Gomes, Secretary of

the EPS

Annexes:

I.1. Minutes of the EC meeting, Florence, March 2020

I.2. Report of the Communication Officer

I.3. Report of the Scientific Affairs Officer

I.4. Report of the Secretary

I.5. Report of the Treasurer

Extract from the Minutes of the Executive Committee
Meeting – Part II, 22 of March 2021

(Teleconference)

Part II 22/03/21, 3:30 to 5:15 pm (CET)

Participants at start: Norbert Sewald (NS), Krzysztof Rolka (KR),

Fernando Formaggio (FF), Florine Cavelier (FC), Paula Gomes (PG),

Pietro Bottani (PB).

1. Welcome – NS

The President (NS) welcomed all participants and opened the

meeting. Considering that Dr. Paolo Gori was absent at the starting of

the meeting, the President proposed a change in the agenda, so that

point 5 was firstly addressed, which was consensually accepted.

2. Proposed changes to the Society's Statutes and Bylaws

A white paper on proposed changes to the EPS Statutes was

revised point by point by Dr. Bottani, and suggested modifications

were briefly discussed. After changes were consensually agreed, the

President considered that drafts of the revised Statutes and Bylaws,

including updated Annexes, should be prepared and circulated

amongst EC members, prior to submission for the approval of the

General Assembly.

At this point, Dr. Gori joined the meeting, and the remaining

points in the agenda were addressed in the planned order, as next

summarized. The detailed minutes of the remainder of the meeting

can be found in Annex II.0.

3. Approval of the Financial Statements of the year ended on

31/12/2020 (Annexes II.1 and II.2)

The Financial Statements of 2020 were thoroughly analyzed and

approved.

4. Approval of the Budget for fiscal year 2021 including a 5-year

forecast (Annex II.4)

The Budget for 2021, including a forecast for the ensuing four

years, were discussed, and approved.

5. Call for the next General Assembly

The next General Assembly was scheduled for the 27th of May

2021 at 10:30 CET (1st call), and 11:30 CET (2nd call).

As nothing else had to be deliberated, and no members asked

to intervene, this part of the EC meeting was closed at 5:15 pm.

The present minutes were elaborated, approved, and signed as

they stand.

Norbert Sewald, President of

the EPS

Paula Gomes, Secretary of

the EPS

Annexes:

II.0. Detailed Minutes of Part II of the EC Meeting; II.1. Financial

Statements for 2020; II.2. Notes to the Financial Statements for

2020; II.4. Budget for 2021–2025.
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EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF THE EUROPEAN PEPTIDE SOCIETY of
MAY 27, 2021

On May 27, 2021 at 10:30 (CEST), the members of the Council of the

European Peptide Society participated via Zoom, according to the

attendance sheet herein attached, to deliberate on the following

agenda:

1. Welcome – N. Sewald

2. Apologies for absence – P. Gomes

3. Approval of the minutes of the GA meeting of June 2020

(Annexes 1&2) – P. Gomes

4. Report of the Secretary (Annex 3) – P. Gomes

5. Report of the Communication Officer (Annex 4) – K. Rolka

6. Report of the Treasurer (Annexes 5–8) – F. Formaggio

7. Report of the Journal of Peptide Science Editor-in-Chief (Annex 9)

– L. Moroder

8. Report of the Scientific Affairs Officer (Annex 10) – F. Cavelier

9. Virtual mini-symposia series: EPS Peptide Highlights – N. Sewald/

F. Cavelier

10. European Peptide Symposia and recruitment of Young Testimo-

nials – N. Sewald

11. Proposed changes to the Society's Statutes/Bylaws (Annexes

11&12) – N. Sewald

12. Any other business

Apologies for absence were received from Steven BALLET,

Markus BAUMANN, and Luis MORODER. The members connected

via Zoom confirmed the possibility to intervene in real time at the dis-

cussion, and to have timely analyzed all documents relevant to the

meeting that had been previously sent by the Secretary.

After the President welcomed all participants and apologies for

absence were duly presented by the Secretary, all matters of the

agenda were thoroughly discussed, with deliberations as follows.

Minutes of the last General Assembly (June 24th, 2020)

The minutes were approved by majority (11 votes in favor,

7 abstentions).

Report of the Secretary (P. Gomes)

The report was approved by majority (13 votes in favor, 7 absten-

tions). It was further deliberated that the curator of the EPS Twitter

account, Steven Cobb, would send the Secretary the contacts of the

600 + followers of the account, so these can be invited to become

members of the Society.

Report of the Communication Officer (K. Rolka)

The report was approved by majority (16 votes in favor,

4 abstentions).

Report of the Treasurer (F. Formaggio)

The report was approved by majority (17 votes in favor, 3 absten-

tions). Following a suggestion from Christian Becker, it was further

deliberated that the Treasurer would investigate if there is a maximum

amount allowed in the Bank Account of a Non-Profit Organization

such as EPS.

Report of the Journal of Peptide Science Deputy Editor-in-Chief

(U. Diederichsen)

(at this stage, the current Journal Publishing Manager for J. Pept.

Sci., Ruben Ragg, was invited to join the meeting and participate in the

discussion of this and the next two points in the agenda)

The report was unanimously approved. It was further deliberated

that Ruben Ragg and Steven Cobb would join efforts towards linking

the J. Pept. Sci. activity and publications to the EPS Twitter account.

Moreover, Florine Cavelier suggested that young peptide scientists

winning the Bodánszky Award might eventually be invited to integrate

the J. Pept. Sci. editorial board.

Report of the Scientific Affairs Officer (F. Cavelier)

The report was approved by majority (17 votes in favor,

4 abstentions).

EPS Peptide Highlights (F. Cavelier/N. Sewald)

After a brief presentation of the Peptide Highlights initiative, and

of encouraging Council members to address peptide scholars from

their countries to propose new editions/topics, it was deliberated that

(i) Ruben Ragg, together with Steven Cobb, would work on the adver-

tising of the initiative in the relevant social networks, and (ii) a logo for

these events should be created. (once the discussion of this point came

to an end, Ruben Ragg left the meeting)

European Peptide Symposium and recruitment of Young Testi-

monials (N. Sewald)

(at this stage, the chair of the 36th European Peptide Symposium

and 12th International Peptide Symposium, Meritxell Teixid�o, was invited

to join the meeting and participate in the discussion) After a brief

explanation of the re-scheduling of European and American Peptide

Symposia by the President, Meritxell Teixid�o updated the participants

regarding the organization of the forthcoming 36EPS&12IPS. The

President then explained that the EPS was in the process of recruiting
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three young PhD students to integrate the so-called Young Testimo-

nials that will be in the EPS booth at the forthcoming 36EPS&12IPS,

and it was consensually deliberated that applications should be sent

to the EPS till the end of July 2021. (once the discussion of this point

came to an end, Meritxell Teixid�o left the meeting)

Proposed changes to the Society's Statues and Bylaws

(N. Sewald)

The President briefly explained the proposed changes of the EPS

Statutes and Bylaws that will be formally submitted to the approval of

the General Assembly in an extraordinary meeting to be held in the

presence of a Notary. The participants consensually agreed with the

changes proposed.

Any other business

The President asked all participants to intervene in order to

address any other undiscussed matters, if they so wished. Only

Christian Becker intervened, to inform all participants that the

Austrian Peptide Symposium 2021 would soon be advertised, and

include a call to applications for a Prize to young peptide scientists.

As no other members asked to intervene and nothing else had to

be deliberated, the meeting was closed at 12:30 pm. The present

minutes were approved as they stand.

The Secretary The President

Prof. Paula GOMES Prof. Norbert SEWALD

May 27th, 2021
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